Where we Celebrate the Sacraments, Grow Disciples,
and Bring Christ to People.
458 Maple St, Livermore, CA
925-447-1585
StMichaelLivermore.com
Pastoral Emergencies:
925-521-4117

Stay Connected!
Sign up to receive texts & emails at
StMichaelLivermore.flocknote.com
We’re Social!

St Michael School
925-447-1888 smsliv.org

IN THIS ISSUE:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Unpack today’s Scripture readings—page 2-3
Prayer meditation for the week—page 4
Evangelization is required to have a St Michael’s in the future—page 5
Who will you invite to Alpha? - page 6
St Michael School Open House—page 7
Upcoming Events—page 8

When we say the words of the
Agnus Dei, or Lamb of God,
during Mass, we are directly
quoting John the Baptist.
The scene is set on the banks of
the Jordan River. John has been
gathering disciples by powerfully
calling for repentance in light of
the coming kingdom of God.
One day, as he sees Jesus, he
cries out, “Behold the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sins of
the world!”
John was a great
leader, but he
recognized that he
was not the center of
the movement he
had begun. He was
the forerunner; the
voice in the desert.
John understood that
his role was humbly
to prepare others to
follow Christ—to be a witness to
the glory of God, the one who
shows the way. It was not and
never would be to draw attention
to himself.
By calling Jesus the “Lamb of
God,” John sums up his entire
mission: he is to prepare the
way for the One who will come,
to actually take away our sins,
not just call us to repentance.
John recognizes Jesus as the
Savior and exhorts us to do the
same.
John’s words about Jesus would
have had a powerful impact on
those who heard them because
they would have called to mind
the sacrifices of the Old
Testament, particularly the
Sacrifice of Passover. In the
Passover, the blood of a lamb
protected the faithful Israelites

from the Angel of Death. Now
John the Baptist calls Jesus the
lamb of the New Passover, the
one who will spare all of humanity from eternal separation
from God. Jesus is the perfect,
true sacrifice that all the old
sacrifices had been pointing
toward. He is truly the Lamb of
God.

Isaiah 49:3, 5–6

that God’s will stops at the
church door as it was for the
Israelites to think that his dominion was exercised solely within
the boundaries of geographical
Israel. But that wasn’t the faith
of Israel nor is it our faith. From
the time of Adam, the time of
Noah, and even from the time of
Abraham when God began the
process of forming a particular
people to be “a light to the
nations,” he has always had his
eye on “the nations.”

This introduction to the season
1 Corinthians 1:1–3

of Ordinary Time from the
Prophet Isaiah makes for a
wonderful transition from the
Advent season. The prophet
who foretold the coming of
Emmanuel has a word for us
concerning the significance and
aim of God’s dwelling among us.
In this passage, God renews
through Isaiah the promise of
his universal salvific will.
Throughout the history of God’s
people— whether that term is
intended to refer to the kingdom
of Israel or the new Israel, which
is the Church—there's been a
tendency to forget that God
gives us what he gives us not
merely to favor us, but to make
us instruments in his universal
plan. God created all and he
intends to save all.
It’s just as easy for us to think

Again, as was the case
in the second reading for
the Fourth Sunday of
Advent, we have an
opening greeting, a
salutation from one of St.
Paul’s epistles or letters.
That seems somehow
appropriate to the begining of Ordinary Time. And Paul’s
reminder of what he is, “an
apostle of Jesus Christ,” is a fit
reminder of what we’re called to
be.
The word "apostle" in Greek
means “one sent forth.” The
Greek term is used in John 17:3,
where Jesus declares his
mission from the Father. And
the same term is used throughout the New Testament in
reference to those sent by the
ancient churches to spread the
Gospel. Paul describes the
Corinthians to whom he writes
as those “who have been
sanctified in Christ Jesus and
called to be a holy.” As we begin
that part of the liturgical cycle
that we call ordinary time, we do
well to remember that part of our
vocation as God’s holy people is
to be sent to all those who,

wherever they may be, fall within
the ambit of God’s loving, saving
will. That, of course, includes the
whole of the human family.

John 1:29–34

In this passage, we’re told that
John identified Jesus as the
“Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world.”
Commentators suggest that this
might be an allusion to the
Passover lamb consumed by the
Jews as a commemoration of the
Exodus event, to the prophetic
witness in regard to the
“suffering servant of Yahweh,” to
the symbolic representation of a
horned lamb that’s made for
some of the heroes of Israel, or
to the twice daily sacrifice of a
lamb in the temple of Jerusalem.
John the Baptist unites all of
these symbolically when he
recognizes Jesus as the “Lamb
of God.” The Jews considered
the offering of Isaac by Abraham
to be a pivotal event in salvation
history. Rather than requiring the
sacrifice of Isaac, God sent an
angel to Abraham to point out a
ram (an adult male sheep caught

by his horns in a thicket to offer
instead.
This would be consistent with the
Christian notion, prominent in the
Liturgy of the Triduum, that Isaac
is a symbolic foreshadowing of
Jesus who is the beloved Son of
God, just as Isaac was the beloved son of Abraham. At the
end of our passage from John’s
Gospel, John the Baptist, after
calling Jesus the Lamb of God,
also identifies him as “the Son of
God.”

We are now in Ordinary Time,
those Sundays of the year when
we aren’t preparing for or
celebrating some major feast.
Please watch the short Opening
the Word video. Edward Sri
gives us some insight into a
phrase we hear every time we
attend Mass. Then reflect and
discuss these questions with a
friend:
What would the phrase “Behold
the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sins of the world” have
meant to John the Baptist’s
Jewish followers, according to
Dr. Sri?

What role does John the Baptist
play with regard to Jesus and
our salvation?

Baptism and the “Door Of
Faith”

Agnus Dei, which means “Lamb
of God,” is said during the Mass
when the Host is broken. It
comes from a Syrian custom and
was first used in the Roman Rite
Mass by Pope Sergius I (687–
701).
The Latin text is:
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata
mundi, miserere nobis. Agnus
Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis. Agnus Dei, qui
tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis
pacem.
Translation:
Lamb of God, you who take
away the sins of the world, have
mercy upon us. Lamb of God,
you who take away the sins of
the world, have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you who take
away the sins of the world, grant
us peace.
Reprinted with permission from Augustine
Institute from the Opening the Word Leader
Guide available on FORMED.org

Saturday 1/18
8:30am
5:00pm
7:00pm

Robert Lindquist †
George E. Elliott †
Cora Erfe †

Sunday 1/19
6:45am Nick Alice †
Tomas Sanchez †
8:00am Rob Lindquist †
9:30am Rose Adams †
11:00am Kathleen Lawson & family
12:30pm Camerino Gonzales †
Gloria Gonzales †
6:00pm David Salazar †
Monday 1/20
8:30am

Dinice Ross †

Tuesday 1/21
8:30am

Jack Arena †

Wednesday 1/22
8:30am
7:00pm

Terry Miranda †
Mass for Our Parish

Thursday 1/23
8:30am

Danny Ramos †

Friday 1/24
8:30am

Imagine you are standing on the banks of the Jordan River,
watching John baptize the crowds. All of a sudden, you see
him looking at a man who is approaching. John cries out,
“Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the
world!” What do you think when you hear those words? Now
move forward in time and imagine that John asks you to follow
this man, Jesus, no matter where he goes or what he asks of
you. Are you ready to make that commitment? Are you ready
to follow the Lamb?

Christopher Ogaz

To request a Mass Intention, please
visit the parish office. It is customary
to offer a $10 donation per intention
for the priest celebrating the Mass.

Do you truly believe that Jesus has come to take your sins
away? If there is something in your past for which you are
ashamed, confess it now, in the silence of your heart, and ask
the Lamb to remove it from you. As soon as you are able, go to
Confession. If nothing immediately comes to mind, spend time
in prayer asking the Lamb to help protect you from all
temptation.

For our guests at Alpha whom we will meet on February 10,
that they experience a powerful encounter with Jesus,
supported and loved by our entire parish.
Please pray for all the intentions sent to the Parish Prayer
Team at Prayers@StMichaelLivermore.com and the prayers
written in the book of intentions in the Adoration Chapel.

Evangelization is Required
if there is to be a St Michael’s in the future
Evangelization has been in the
Christian vocabulary since the
very beginnings. If you have time
to study and read prayerfully the
Holy Bible, one of Jesus' core
messages is evangelization, a
word which was derived from
Greek word "euangelion" which
means “the good news".
In the Christian context,
the Good News is that
Jesus is the Savior of the
world!
Looking deeper into the
life and mission of Jesus,
His teachings and preach
-ings are all about the
Good News. When He
spoke in the synagogue
of Nazareth and read the
Holy Scripture from the
book of the prophet
Isaiah, He proclaimed,
“The Spirit of the Lord is
upon me, because he
has anointed me to bring
glad tidings to the poor.
He has sent me to
proclaim liberty to captives and
recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free, and
to proclaim a year acceptable to
the Lord.” (Luke 4:18-19). He was
proclaiming that He was and is
the answer to our world gone bad,
all that he said and did was to
make His mighty presence felt in
this world. Eventually, in Matthew
28, Jesus commissioned His
Apostles to teach and make
disciples and baptize people in
the name of the Holy Trinity.

work of evangelization at St
Michael’s. Alpha is a series of get
togethers centered around a
meal, a video talk and a discussion. It is informal and fun, but
Anyone who is baptized as a
not trivial. It’s an easy entry place
Christian has a duty and task to
for people to explore their own
spread the Good News. This is
our call, our mission and our very thoughts and feelings about the
Christian faith.
intrinsically connected to and
inseparable from our baptismal
calling.

My invitation to each one
of you is to bring a friend
or a member of your
family to our Alpha
Dinner set for February
10 at 6:30 pm. Let us
build a culture of hospitality and inviting
community so that people
may feel and experience
the awesome presence of
Jesus.
Our parish was built in
1872 and if we want to
see her existing, thriving
and vibrant, please do
support our ministries,
programs, sacramental
life. A Christian or a follower must preparations and keep on
welcoming everyone with a smile,
and should be witnesses of
Jesus' Paschal Mystery which is enthusiasm and great conviction
His Life, Death and Resurrection. empowered and inspired by the
life and teachings of Christ.
A Christian must always be an
embodiment of the Good News.
Therefore, in order for St Michael "Therefore, go and make
parish to continue to exist and to disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father
be relevant for the salvation of
and of the Son and of the Holy
souls, we must not waver in
Spirit, and teaching them to obey
witnessing and proclaiming the
Good News, the core message of everything I have commanded
Jesus. Bluntly speaking, a parish you. And surely I am with you
without evangelization efforts is a always, to the very end of the
dying parish.
age.” (Matthew 28: 19-20)

Hence, evangelization is an
This is why Alpha is vital in the

Fr. Carl

Jesus’ final command before ascending to heaven, is to “Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations…” (Matthew 28:19). It’s known as the Great Commission, not “the really good suggestion”.
Why? Because Jesus entrusted his disciples with a partnership in the salvation of the world. The
transmission of the Gospel message depends on US. Jesus is counting on us to reach a particular
person or persons with the message of His love and redemption. But how do we go about this?
Just invite.
Inviting someone to come to Mass might be a little too intimidating for someone who is unfamiliar with
liturgy. But inviting them to dinner? That’s easy. Non-threatening. At Alpha you can bring your friend,
coworker, colleague, hairstylist, daughter’s boyfriend, UPS driver for a meal. You’ll be greeted by really
friendly people and have a great (free!) dinner. You’ll watch a video on the very basics of the Christian
faith, then have a chance to discuss it with your tablemates. And any and all questions and comments
are allowed! Seriously. At Alpha, everyone gets a chance to voice their thoughts and be heard, without
correction or judgment. Alpha is a place to have a meaningful conversation, to explore the biggest
questions of faith. It’s a welcoming place to begin a journey that will change a life forever.
Who will you invite?

Is God calling you to be part of
Alpha? We are training Hosts
and Helpers on Saturday, January 25 at 9:30 am in the Convent.
Hosts are the friendly, life of the
party kind of people who make
everyone at the table feel welcome and at ease. During the
discussion, Hosts keep the conversation going, but actually say
very little. Hosts do not teach or
present or preach.

COMING SOON!

Helpers are the quiet observant
types who will silently pray for
each table member during the
session. They watch for the
group dynamics and gently alert
the Host if they notice a guest
might not be doing okay.

No Mass on January 25 due to
Vietnamese Tết.
We will have two Masses in February:
• Tết celebration Mass on Sunday, February 9 at 3:30 in the
Large Hall.
• The regularly scheduled
Mass on the fourth Sunday
will be held on February 23 at
3:30 pm in the Church.

Friday, January 24 is the Memorial of St Francis De Sales, Secondary Patron of the Diocese of
Oakland. St Francis, pray for us!

Certified Legal Specialist in Estate Planning,
Trusts & Probate Law by The State Bar of
California Board of Legal Specialization

925.447.0134
thaetelaw.com
Parishioner

2600 Kitty Hawk Rd. #108

Livermore, CA 94551

AABCO

AUTOMOTIVE
REPAIR, INC.
Complete Auto & Truck Repair,
Foreign & Domestic, Gas & Diesel,
STAR Smog Station, Alignments, Diagnostics

10% OFF LABOR

(with this ad, up to $100)

1200 Portola Ave., Livermore

925-456-2226
JOHN W. NOONAN ATTORNEY AT LAW
Former Alameda Co. Deputy District Attorney
CRIMINAL LAW SPECIALIST All Felony/Misdemeanor Cases

Free Consultation!
24 Hour Toll Free: (800) 743-3896
6379 Clark Ave - Ste 250 (by Court House) (925) 463-3340
“Serving the East Bay Since 1963”
Habla Español

• A FULL SERVICE FUNERAL HOME
• ADVANCED FUNERAL &
CREMATION PLANNING
CALLAGHAN MORTUARY

FD416

&
LIVERMORE CREMATORY CR38

• PARISHIONER & MEMBER OF Y.L.I.

SERVING FAMILIES
SINCE 1906

3833 EAST AVENUE
LIVERMORE, CA
925.447.2942
913084 St Michael Church (B)

THE PLATO FAMILY AT YOUR SERVICE DURING
YOUR TIME OF NEED DEBRA BAILEY-PLATO,
BROOKLYNN, MARKAS, LUKAS AND TYLER.

ASK ABOUT VETERAN BURIALS
WWW.CALLAGHANMORTUARY.COM
www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

TRI VALLEY OPTOMETRY
Serving the Valley
for More than 60 Years

Dr. James E. Volponi
Dr. John T. Volponi

Lisa B. Malone

Primary Eye Care

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE

Contact Lenses • Children’s Vision

Help Preserve Land for Future Generations

Adult & Senior Vision Care

Cars, Trucks,
Boats, Tractors &
RV’s

Running or Not...
Tax Deductible

254 S. Livermore, Livermore

447-3222

JUDI
IRWIN

Enrolled Agent
Income Tax Preparation
Full-Charge Bookkeeping Services
Lic #687324
2135 So. Vasco Rd., Unit F, • Livermore, CA Parishioner
Tel: 925.455.0508
(925) 455-1235
Livermore, CA 94551-4643
mltdmalone@gmail.com
Home • Commercial
24 Hr. Emergency Service

TriValleyConservancy.org

BROKER
ASSOCIATE

519-4922
judi.irwin@gmail.com
www.judiirwin.com
Parishioner since 1956
BRE# 00860987

1.888.686.4483

Miriam Munzarova, AMFT, APCC

Antonio
Cordero

Psychotherapy
For Depression, Anxiety, PTSD, OCD,
& Relationship Problems
1062 Murrieta Blvd, Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 337-5270
“Yet I am always with you; you hold me
by my right hand.” Psalm 73:23

LIOVALY
piano studio

Zulien Morales
Ins Agency Inc

LIVERMORE
SAW & MOWER
2345 Third St.
447-2055
JOHN PIDOLI, OWNER

Zulien Morales, Agent
Parishioner
Insurance Lic#: 0L09428
Bus: 925-574-1600
zulien@zulienmorales.com
Hablamos Español

1081073

We’re all in this
together.
State Farm® has a long
tradition of being there.
That’s one reason I’m
proud to support
Saint Michael.
Here to help life
go right.®

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

I will fight for your
housing needs.
925.577.3776

Apply at
Eastbaylender.com
Hablamos Español

acordero@afncorp.com

1841 4th Street, Livermore, CA 94550

Debbie STANLEY P. CHIN, DDS
Anderson Continuing the care of Dr. Roque’s Patients
Realtor

Take your
FAITH
ON A
JOURNEY.

General & Cosmetic Dentistry
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

707.266.3362
Sarah Marlett
PARISHIONER
offering private piano lessons

512.966.9081

Above all...
Believe you can

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Mary Pineda

Most Insurance
Plans Accepted

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

go solar!
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925.308.9177

CALL or CLICK for no-hassle QUOTE:
Email: operations@synergy768.com...•...WEB: www.Synergy768.com

Services
• Light Housekeeping
• Laundry
• Meal Planning & Preparation
• Transportation & Errands

Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!
email: kwiatkowskim@jspaluch.com

Providing professional care with kindness,
understanding, and dignity.
Serving Alameda & Contra Costa Counties

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
ID#8787407
life-changing SKIN CARE

Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

(925) 447-4939
2815 East Avenue • Suite A • Livermore

We are Knights and Ministers Serving the Oakland Diocese with Solar for your home!

mpineda1.myrandf.com

$49

DRE# 01416610

liovalypiano.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America

EXAM
& X-RAY

debbieloveslivermore@yahoo.com

NMLS# 1707724

• Medication Reminders
• Companion Visits
• Flexible Care Schedules
• Respite Care

925.667.5885

www.jspaluch.com

Call Marcy Kwiatkowski
925.239.1401
Thomas J. Marcel, DDS
Claire O. Marcel, DDS
Specialists in Orthodontics

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM
913084 St Michael Church (A)

LIVERMORE • TRACY • PLEASANTON
WWW.MARCELORTHODONTICS.COM

925.447.7799
www.jspaluch.com

in Livermore Since 1980

EXPERT COLLISION SPECIALISTS
Our Staff are knowledgeable to assist
you with insurance Collision Repair Services
including Insurance Direct Repair Claims.
EXPERT COLOR MATCHING • FREE ESTIMATES
PAINTLESS DENT REMOVAL
Parishioner since 1974
Se Habla Español

925.443.8548
3529 FIRST STREET, LIVERMORE
www.trivalleyautobody.com

Auto Body

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

Tri-Valley

Owned & Operated by Fernando Romero & Family
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St. Michael Parish | La Parroquia de San Miquel
458 Maple St, Livermore, CA 94550 925-447-1585 StMichaelLivermore.com
Pastoral Emergencies | Emergencias Pastorales 925-521-4117

Mon-Sat | Lu-Sa 8:30 am
Wed | Mi 7:00 pm (español)
First Friday | Primer viernes
12:00 pm

M-F 9:00 am—5:00 pm
(Closed 12:00 pm—2:00 pm)

Sat Vigil | Vigilia del Sábado
5:00 pm (English), 7:00 pm (español)
Sunday | Domingo
6:45 am, 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00
am, 12:30 pm (español), 6:00 pm
Sign Language | Lenguaje por Señas
1st Sun, 11:00 am
Primer domingo a las 11:00 am
Traditional Latin Mass
2nd Sun, 8:00 am
Tagalog
3rd Sun, 3:30 pm
Vietnamese | Vietnamita
4th Sun, 3:30 pm
Cuarto domingo a las 3:30 pm

Saturday, in the Church |
Sábado en la iglesia
9:00 am & 3:45 pm in English
6:15 pm en español
Monday & Friday in the church |
Lunes y viernes en la iglesia
7:30 am in English & español

Rev. Carl Arcosa, Pastor
Rev. Alfonso Borgen, Parochial Vicar
Rev. David Staal, Associate
Rev. Deacon Rob Federle
Rev. Deacon Dave Rezendes
Rev. Deacon Bill Archer, Retired

Rev. Father Carl Arcosa, Pastor
Pastor@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-667-4057

Rev. Father Alfonso Borgen
Parochial Vicar
Padre@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-667-4053

Rev. Deacon Dave Rezendes
DeaconD@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-447-1585

Fr Carl Arcosa, Eric Hom, Fidelis
Atuegbu, Jo Anne Lindquist, Frank
Draschner, Jeff Andersen, Cynthia
Garay, Alison Wilke and Glenda
Dubsky.

Eric Hom
Business Manager
Business@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-667-4052

Jacqueline Garcia, Church Secretary
Office@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-447-1585

Finance Council |
Consejo Financiero

School Front Office

925-447-1888

Alison Wilkie, School Principal
awilkie@csdo.org

925-447-1888

Kathy Hawkins, Bookkeeper
Books@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-667-4058

Faith Formation Office
Faith@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-667-4096

Priscilla Stutzman, Religious Ed
DRE@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-667-4097

Joseph Garcia, Youth Ministry
Youth@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-667-4093

Tina Gregory
Communication/Adult Enrichment
Adult@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-667-4051

JaNet Hancock. Music Director
Music@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-292-5071

Marjorie Melendez, RCIA
RCIA@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-447-2925

Pastoral Council |
Consejo Pastoral
Pastoral Council Chair:
Mike Pereira
PC@StMichaelLivermore.com

Fr Carl Arcosa, Eric Hom, Kathy
Hawkins, Travis Cox, Analy
Palomino, Vanessa Suarez and
Erleene Echon

|
Wednesdays in the Convent Chapel
2:30 pm
925-447-1888 smsliv.org

1st Saturday after 8:30 am Mass or
by appointment: 925-447-1585 |
1er sábado después de las 8:30 am
Misa o con cita previa: 925-447-1585

Eucharistic Adoration |

925-667-4096

925-667-4096 Niños
925-344-7150 Adultos

Ministerio Hispano
24/7 in the Chapel. For after hours
access code, call 775-772-6369.

Veronica Carrillo & Ricardo Garcia
RICA (español)
Hispano1@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-667-4053

