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In today’s Gospel, we see Jesus’s reaction to the news that
his cousin John has been arrested: he goes into seclusion
back at home in Galilee, maybe
for one last visit home with
Mary, and then begins gathering
the band of followers who will
become his apostles.
In Israel at this time, students sought out their
teachers, but Jesus reverses that. He calls first
Peter and Andrew, and
then James and John,
saying “Come, follow me.”
Apparently his words
strike some deep chord,
because these rough,
work-hardened fishermen
put down their nets and
immediately go with Jesus. James and John apparently even got out of
the boat they were in,
leaving their father behind! These men responded to Jesus’s call without hesitation, and their lives, and the history of the world, were changed
because of that.
Jesus also calls each one of us.
Just as he did on the shore of
the Sea of Galilee, he meets us
where we are and extends the
invitation to follow him. We
might think that we don’t have
the necessary gifts or talents to
do great things for the kingdom,
but who would have thought that
ordinary fishermen would become the greatest fishers of
men?
When we say “yes” to Jesus,
when we are willing to drop our
nets and turn our lives over to
him, he can use us in ways we
can’t even imagine. However,

we have to be willing to put
aside what we think we can do
in order to do what God truly
wants us to do— just like the
fishermen Peter, Andrew,
James, and John.

Isaiah 8:23–9:3
Isaiah delivers words of comfort
to the first to fall under the

sus is celebrated as the “light to
the nations” is cast here on the
people of Israel, who have been
subjected to the rule of the Gentiles. As Jesus is revealed to the
Gentiles on Epiphany in the
heart of Judah, he’s now prophesied in Isaiah as revealed in
the “District of the Gentiles,”
who’ve overrun the Jews. In this
way, even the subjugation of
Israel works for the good of the
world, as it is from their midst
that the light of Christ will
shine.

1 Corinthians 1:10–13, 17

Assyrian conqueror to the effect
that they’ll be the first to appreciate God’s deliverance. It’s important to our future study of
Matthew to realize that even
though the people of Israel will
eventually go into exile in Babylon and then return to Jerusalem
to rebuild it, Israel is in the
throes of a steady decline that
will leave her a subject state of
stronger nations until the time of
Jesus and beyond. In Matthew,
Jesus is portrayed as the new
Moses, who will lead his people
out of exile. His primary mission
isn’t to free his people from the
domination of foreign oppressors, but to lead his people, a
newly reconstituted Israel, out of
the exile they suffer due to sin.
The light that shines when Je-

In Christianity, the message is more important
than the messenger (the
only exception being Jesus
himself—both messenger
and the message of the
Gospel). Despite having
gifts that would have guaranteed Paul a prominent
position in Jewish society,
he sacrificed everything to embrace the very Jesus whom he’d
formerly persecuted.
Although God has graced his
Church with people of every
conceivable kind of talent and
temperament, these gifts are for
naught if that diversity isn’t united in a common commitment to
Christ and his teaching. When
all of our diverse gifts are given
back to Christ, he directs them
through himself in a gift of praise
to the Father.
The last phrase in this passage
(“that the cross of Christ might
not be emptied of its meaning”
is one that Pope St. John Paul II
has used on several occasions
to decry the attempt on the part

of some to downplay the seriousness of sin. The one sin that
Paul draws into particularly
sharp focus for us here is the sin
against the unity of the Church.
All sin, in some measure, offends against the unity of the
Church because it detracts from
the witness we’re to give of her
holiness.

Matthew 4:12–23
Our reading begins with the account of what happened after the
arrest of John the Baptist. With
the decline of John, Jesus’s rise
will begin. Next, we see Jesus
calling his first disciples, who
come immediately from their
work and abandon everything to
answer his summons.
Jesus begins in Galilee, called
Galilee of the Gentiles in Matthew’s version of Isaiah 9:1. That
Jesus should begin a “reconquest” of Israel in the same area
where Assyria had begun its
conquest of the northern kingdom 750 years earlier is significant—particularly since the ten
northern tribes had ceased to
exist for all practical purposes.

This is just the first of many signals in Matthew’s Gospel that
Jesus has come to reconstitute
Israel. His choice of twelve apostles, who he says will judge the
twelve tribes of Israel, is the
clearest indication of this (Matt
19:28).
The journey from Galilee to Jerusalem will have its counterpart in
the life of the Church when the
disciples are told to return to
Galilee from Jerusalem after the
Resurrection for a meeting with
the risen Lord and as a prelude
to their own ministry of proclaiming the Gospel. Matthew’s Gospel describes a circuit which is
closed at its end but opens onto
the future of the Church as well.

As you watch the short Opening
the Word video on FORMED.org
on the beginning of Jesus’s ministry, think about what it might
have meant to the first disciples
to hear the words “Come, follow
me.”
Reflect and discuss these questions with a friend:

What happened 750 years earlier in the region of Zebulun and
Naphtali that makes the area so
important to Jesus’ ministry?
What would it take for you to
leave your “fishing nets” and follow the Lord with your whole
heart?

Assyria
The Assyrian Empire was located in the middle of four modern
countries: Syria, Turkey, Iran,
and Iraq. The word Assyria
comes from the phrase “mât
Aššur,” which means "the country of the god Aššur,” the principal god worshipped by the people. One of the greatest empires
of ancient times, Assyria was
conquered by the Babylonians in
612 BC.

Reprinted with permission from Augustine
Institute from the Opening the Word Leader
Guide available on FORMED.org

Saturday 1/25
8:30am
5:00pm
7:00pm

Rob Lindquist †
Neil Hunt †
Dafrosa Baculi

Sunday 1/26
6:45am Alberto Loza
8:00am Romeo DeJesus †
9:30am Camille Tall †
11:00am Eduardo DeRivera †
12:30pm Pedro & Andrea Ledezma †
6:00pm John Bautista
Monday 1/27
8:30am

Peter Ivanic

Tuesday 1/28
8:30am

John Sarboraria †

Wednesday 1/29
8:30am
7:00pm

Rob Lindquist †
Gustavo Carrillo †

Thursday 1/30
8:30am

Ronald, Maria and
Arnold Moore †

Imagine that you are working alongside Peter and Andrew.
You see a man walking along the shore. He stops and begins
talking. What is he saying? What is he talking about? All of a
sudden, he says to Peter and Andrew, “Come after me and I
will make you fishers of men.” What is your reaction to those
words? Now see Peter and Andrew putting down their nets
and getting ready to walk off with this man, Jesus. What are
you feeling? What do you do? As they walk away, Jesus turns
back and looks directly at you. “Come, too,” he says. “Come
with us. Come with me.” What do you say? What do you do?

Friday 1/31
8:30am

Mung Nguyen †

To request a Mass Intention, please
visit the parish office. It is customary
to offer a $10 donation per intention
for the priest celebrating the Mass.

What are some ways that Jesus may be asking you to “come
and follow” him more closely? Write down a resolution to help
you follow Jesus more in this area in your life this week.

For our guests at Alpha whom we will meet on February 10,
that they experience a powerful encounter with Jesus,
supported and loved by our entire parish.
Please pray for all the intentions sent to the Parish Prayer
Team at Prayers@StMichaelLivermore.com and the prayers
written in the book of intentions in the Adoration Chapel.

How to Share the Kerygma
Our baptism has moral implications. It requires that we live a
morally good life and participate
in Christ’s mission. As Catholics,
we do not hold to the “once
saved, always saved” idea as
some of our Protestant brothers
and sisters do. In fact, those
about to be baptized are asked
whether they reject Satan, sin and
the glamor of evil to live as God’s
children. The Church asks simply
and bluntly: “Have you listened to
Christ’s word and made up your
mind to keep His commandments?" In the case of the
baptism of children, the
Church asks parents for a
commitment to accept the responsibility of training them in
the practice of the faith. In
Baptism, we become sharers
of divine life and heirs of the
Kingdom of God… and also sharers of Christ’s mission.

ther through the reconciliation of
his cross. He opened the gates of
heaven to us through his resurrection and ascension. Jesus
reigns eternally as Lord of heaven
and earth with the Father and the
Holy Spirit. Moreover, he has sent
his Holy Spirit into our hearts so
that we can be formed as his
mystical body in the communion
of the church where he continues
to speak his word to us. The forces of sin and death no longer
have the last word for those who

will watch a series of videos over
several weeks that explain the
Kerygma listed above in a wellproduced, engaging way. Then
there will be time for tablemates
to talk about it. All you have to do
is invite guests to come! Sharing
the Good News – the Kerygma is the core of who we are, and our
priority. Alpha makes your baptismal duty easy.
I want to thank our parish groups
and ministries who are answering
the call to evangelize by sponsoring a meal at Alpha this
season:
Filipino Community, Catholic
Daughters, Thursday Bible
Study Group. St Michael
Scouting Units, Portuguese
Community, Italian Catholic
Federation, Golden Friends,
La Familia Counseling /
Los Años Dorados, Fatima Consecration Group, Legion of Mary,
Vietnamese Community, St Michael Staff Members and Knights
of Columbus. Young Ladies’ Institute will be helping with set up
and greeting on a few nights, and
RCIA offered to wash dishes on
one night! We have also had a
few generous donors offer financial gifts to cover some of our expenses. Together we are changing the culture at St Michael’s!

Christ’s mission is none other
than the salvation of souls. By
our baptism, we become active
partners, and we are expected to
share His message. The message – also known as the Kerygma – at its simplest form is this:

accept and respond to what Jesus has done for us in God’s plan
of salvation. Rather, Christians
who share fully in the life of grace
are drawn deeply into an eternal
communion of life and love with
the Father, through the Son, and
in the Holy Spirit in heaven, forever.

There is a God. God created everything perfect, out of love. This
perfection was broken by sin and
disobedience, which disrupted our
communion with God and others,
and is why there is disharmony
and disorder in the world. We
cannot save ourselves from this
fallen, darkened state. God sent
his only Son, Jesus Christ, to be
our Savior from the forces of sin
and death. Jesus restored our
right relationship with God the Fa-

If the thought of sharing all of that
to your neighbors, coworkers, extended family causes you anxiety,
that’s okay! Most of us were not
trained how to share this gospel
We still have ways you can be a
message.
part of Alpha. Please see page 6
for details.
That’s where Alpha comes in. At
Alpha, all the framework is done May God bless you.
for you. We will have a meal
Fr Carl
ready and waiting. Guests can
start to relax and get to know
each other over dinner. Then we

As Fr Carl mentioned in his letter on page 5,
we are all called to share our faith with others.
Alpha is an easy way. Just invite someone to
dinner on February 10 at 6:30 pm in the Hall.
Together we will share a meal in a relaxed, informal environment. Then we will watch an engaging video talk about the basics of Christianity. The first topic is “Is there more to life than
this?” Then there will be an opportunity for discussion with your tablemates, where no one
will be judged, corrected, shamed or preached
at. Seriously!
At Alpha we allow everyone to be heard. Alpha
is about creating a safe place for guests to gently explore life’s biggest questions. Catechesis—teaching and guiding and correcting—
comes later in other ministries. We radically
trust that the Holy Spirit will do miraculous work
in the hearts of our guests.
Tips for inviting:
•
•
•
•

Don’t say “no” for them.
Make it sound fun and exciting.
Don’t overcomplicate it.
Just invite to the first night on February 10
(let them decide to continue or not)

Alpha is free, but so that we can plan the meal,
please register you and your guests at
StMichaelLivermore.com/Alpha or point your
iPhone camera at this code and tap the pop up
link:

Grief Support Ministry of St. Michael and St. Charles invites
you to a bilingual Mass of Remembrance at St Charles on
Monday, January 27th at 7:00 pm. The Mass honors the
memory of our loved ones who have passed before us.
Bring a small framed photo of your loved ones to place before the altar during Mass.

SERVING AT ST MARY’S CENTER

St Michael’s RCIA group, parishioners
and families planned, prepared and
served the low-income and unsheltered
seniors at St Mary’s Center in Oakland.
COLLECTION REPORT

1/12/20 Collection

$22,016.69

Month-to-Date

$48,522.72

Month Goal

$84,941.18

Percentage Reached

Saturday, February 1 is the First Saturday devotion to the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Join us for Mass at 8:30 am and Rosary (following Anointing of the Sick).
Friday, February 7 is the First Friday devotion to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. Join us for Mass in the Church at noon.
The chapel will be closed at this time for cleaning.

Join us for Mass on Sunday, February 2 at 9:30 am in the
Church, followed by brunch in the Hall.

57%

Faith Direct

$7,607.00

Maintenance (for Month)

$7,473.19

Stroll down memory lane on a tour of the school and see
what our current students are learning. Bring your family!
RSVP by Monday, January 27 at smsliv.org/alumnibrunch

Certified Legal Specialist in Estate Planning,
Trusts & Probate Law by The State Bar of
California Board of Legal Specialization

925.447.0134
thaetelaw.com
Parishioner

2600 Kitty Hawk Rd. #108

Livermore, CA 94551

AABCO

AUTOMOTIVE
REPAIR, INC.
Complete Auto & Truck Repair,
Foreign & Domestic, Gas & Diesel,
STAR Smog Station, Alignments, Diagnostics

10% OFF LABOR

(with this ad, up to $100)

1200 Portola Ave., Livermore

925-456-2226
JOHN W. NOONAN ATTORNEY AT LAW
Former Alameda Co. Deputy District Attorney
CRIMINAL LAW SPECIALIST All Felony/Misdemeanor Cases

Free Consultation!
24 Hour Toll Free: (800) 743-3896
6379 Clark Ave - Ste 250 (by Court House) (925) 463-3340
“Serving the East Bay Since 1963”
Habla Español

• A FULL SERVICE FUNERAL HOME
• ADVANCED FUNERAL &
CREMATION PLANNING
CALLAGHAN MORTUARY

FD416

&
LIVERMORE CREMATORY CR38

• PARISHIONER & MEMBER OF Y.L.I.

SERVING FAMILIES
SINCE 1906

3833 EAST AVENUE
LIVERMORE, CA
925.447.2942
913084 St Michael Church (B)

THE PLATO FAMILY AT YOUR SERVICE DURING
YOUR TIME OF NEED DEBRA BAILEY-PLATO,
BROOKLYNN, MARKAS, LUKAS AND TYLER.

ASK ABOUT VETERAN BURIALS
WWW.CALLAGHANMORTUARY.COM
www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

TRI VALLEY OPTOMETRY
Serving the Valley
for More than 60 Years

Dr. James E. Volponi
Dr. John T. Volponi

Lisa B. Malone
Enrolled Agent
Income Tax Preparation
Full-Charge Bookkeeping Services
Lic #687324
2135 So. Vasco Rd., Unit F, • Livermore, CA Parishioner
Tel: 925.455.0508
(925) 455-1235
Livermore, CA 94551-4643
mltdmalone@gmail.com

Primary Eye Care

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE

Contact Lenses • Children’s Vision

Help Preserve Land for Future Generations

Adult & Senior Vision Care

Cars, Trucks,
Boats, Tractors &
RV’s

Running or Not...
Tax Deductible

254 S. Livermore, Livermore

447-3222

TriValleyConservancy.org

519-4922
judi.irwin@gmail.com
www.judiirwin.com
Parishioner since 1956
BRE# 00860987

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.

Psychotherapy
For Depression, Anxiety, PTSD, OCD,
& Relationship Problems
1062 Murrieta Blvd, Livermore, CA 94550

Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!

(925) 337-5270
“Yet I am always with you; you hold me
by my right hand.” Psalm 73:23

piano studio

BROKER
ASSOCIATE

1.888.686.4483

Miriam Munzarova, AMFT, APCC

LIOVALY

JUDI
IRWIN

Home • Commercial
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Zulien Morales
Ins Agency Inc

LIVERMORE
SAW & MOWER
2345 Third St.
447-2055
JOHN PIDOLI, OWNER

Zulien Morales, Agent
Parishioner
Insurance Lic#: 0L09428
Bus: 925-574-1600
zulien@zulienmorales.com
Hablamos Español

1081073

We’re all in this
together.
State Farm® has a long
tradition of being there.
That’s one reason I’m
proud to support
Saint Michael.
Here to help life
go right.®

email: kwiatkowskim@jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com

Call Marcy Kwiatkowski
925.239.1401

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Debbie STANLEY P. CHIN, DDS
Anderson Continuing the care of Dr. Roque’s Patients
Realtor

Take your
FAITH
ON A
JOURNEY.

General & Cosmetic Dentistry
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

707.266.3362
Sarah Marlett
PARISHIONER
offering private piano lessons

512.966.9081

debbieloveslivermore@yahoo.com

Above all...
Believe you can

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Mary Pineda

Most Insurance
Plans Accepted

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

go solar!
?
n
u
s
t
o
g
925.308.9177

CALL or CLICK for no-hassle QUOTE:
Email: operations@synergy768.com...•...WEB: www.Synergy768.com

The Most Complete
Online National
ID#8787407
life-changing SKIN CARE

Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

(925) 447-4939
2815 East Avenue • Suite A • Livermore

We are Knights and Ministers Serving the Oakland Diocese with Solar for your home!

mpineda1.myrandf.com

$49

DRE# 01416610

liovalypiano.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America

EXAM
& X-RAY

Directory of

Check It Out Today!

Providing professional care with kindness,
understanding, and dignity.
Serving Alameda & Contra Costa Counties
Services
• Light Housekeeping
• Laundry
• Meal Planning & Preparation
• Transportation & Errands

• Medication Reminders
• Companion Visits
• Flexible Care Schedules
• Respite Care

925.667.5885

Catholic Parishes

Thomas J. Marcel, DDS
Claire O. Marcel, DDS
Specialists in Orthodontics

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM
913084 St Michael Church (A)

LIVERMORE • TRACY • PLEASANTON
WWW.MARCELORTHODONTICS.COM

925.447.7799
www.jspaluch.com

in Livermore Since 1980

EXPERT COLLISION SPECIALISTS
Our Staff are knowledgeable to assist
you with insurance Collision Repair Services
including Insurance Direct Repair Claims.
EXPERT COLOR MATCHING • FREE ESTIMATES
PAINTLESS DENT REMOVAL
Parishioner since 1974
Se Habla Español

925.443.8548
3529 FIRST STREET, LIVERMORE
www.trivalleyautobody.com

Auto Body

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

Tri-Valley

Owned & Operated by Fernando Romero & Family

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

St. Michael Parish | La Parroquia de San Miquel
458 Maple St, Livermore, CA 94550 925-447-1585 StMichaelLivermore.com
Pastoral Emergencies | Emergencias Pastorales 925-521-4117

Mon-Sat | Lu-Sa 8:30 am
Wed | Mi 7:00 pm (español)
First Friday | Primer viernes
12:00 pm

M-F 9:00 am—5:00 pm
(Closed 12:00 pm—2:00 pm)

Sat Vigil | Vigilia del Sábado
5:00 pm (English), 7:00 pm (español)
Sunday | Domingo
6:45 am, 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00
am, 12:30 pm (español), 6:00 pm
Sign Language | Lenguaje por Señas
1st Sun, 11:00 am
Primer domingo a las 11:00 am
Traditional Latin Mass
2nd Sun, 8:00 am
Tagalog
3rd Sun, 3:30 pm
Vietnamese | Vietnamita
4th Sun, 3:30 pm
Cuarto domingo a las 3:30 pm

Saturday, in the Church |
Sábado en la iglesia
9:00 am & 3:45 pm in English
6:15 pm en español
Monday & Friday in the church |
Lunes y viernes en la iglesia
7:30 am in English & español

Rev. Carl Arcosa, Pastor
Rev. Alfonso Borgen, Parochial Vicar
Rev. David Staal, Associate
Rev. Deacon Rob Federle
Rev. Deacon Dave Rezendes
Rev. Deacon Bill Archer, Retired

Rev. Father Carl Arcosa, Pastor
Pastor@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-667-4057

Rev. Father Alfonso Borgen
Parochial Vicar
Padre@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-667-4053

Rev. Deacon Dave Rezendes
DeaconD@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-447-1585

Fr Carl Arcosa, Eric Hom, Fidelis
Atuegbu, Jo Anne Lindquist, Frank
Draschner, Jeff Andersen, Cynthia
Garay, Alison Wilke and Glenda
Dubsky.

Eric Hom
Business Manager
Business@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-667-4052

Jacqueline Garcia, Church Secretary
Office@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-447-1585

Finance Council |
Consejo Financiero

School Front Office

925-447-1888

Alison Wilkie, School Principal
awilkie@csdo.org

925-447-1888

Kathy Hawkins, Bookkeeper
Books@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-667-4058

Faith Formation Office
Faith@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-667-4096

Priscilla Stutzman, Religious Ed
DRE@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-667-4097

Joseph Garcia, Youth Ministry
Youth@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-667-4093

Tina Gregory
Communication/Adult Enrichment
Adult@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-667-4051

JaNet Hancock. Music Director
Music@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-292-5071

Marjorie Melendez, RCIA
RCIA@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-447-2925

Pastoral Council |
Consejo Pastoral
Pastoral Council Chair:
Mike Pereira
PC@StMichaelLivermore.com

Fr Carl Arcosa, Eric Hom, Kathy
Hawkins, Travis Cox, Analy
Palomino, Vanessa Suarez and
Erleene Echon

|
Wednesdays in the Convent Chapel
2:30 pm
925-447-1888 smsliv.org

1st Saturday after 8:30 am Mass or
by appointment: 925-447-1585 |
1er sábado después de las 8:30 am
Misa o con cita previa: 925-447-1585

Eucharistic Adoration |

925-667-4096

925-667-4096 Niños
925-344-7150 Adultos

Ministerio Hispano
24/7 in the Chapel. For after hours
access code, call 775-772-6369.

Veronica Carrillo & Ricardo Garcia
RICA (español)
Hispano1@StMichaelLivermore.com

925-667-4053

