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Jesus said to them, “Did you never
read in the Scriptures:
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone...?”
-Mt 2 21 42ab

OCTOBER 4 2020




FROM BISHOP BARBER

WE SIMPLY CANNOT LIVE WITHOUT THE EUCHARIST

We have just passed six months of
coronavirus lockdown. It is taking its
toll. I mourn those who have died
from the virus — and those who
have fallen ill — including three
priests and one deacon from our
diocese. But the lockdown itself has
caused damage: ruined the econo-
my, taken away jobs, destroyed
businesses, closed schools, halted
travel, and for us Catholics, inter-
rupted our life of worship and com-
munity.

Most damaging of all on the spiritu-
al level, the coronavirus has de-
prived us of the opportunity to en-
ter our churches, kneel down, par-
ticipate in the Eucharist, and receive
Holy Communion in the normal
way.

| applaud our priests and parishes
who have done their utmost to pro-
vide Mass and sacraments under
ever-changing conditions: through
live stream; holding outdoor Mass
“in cars”; opening churches for 100
people or more — then having to
close them again, then constructing
outdoor garden or parking lot al-
tars. Some of the outdoor settings
were so beautiful and tastefully
done that people attending our out-
door ordinations at Church of the
Good Shepherd in Pittsburg and
Santa Maria Church in Orinda re-
marked, “Bishop, we should cele-
brate outdoors more often.”

| worry about those parishes that
have virtually “shut down” and don't
offer much of anything for the faith-
ful.

The truth is, for us Catholics, the
Eucharist is the essence of the par-
ish community. Catholic and East-
ern Orthodox theologians have long

taught, “The Eucharist makes the
Church, and the Church makes the
Eucharist.”

As Catholics, we simply cannot live
without it.

We have adapted as best we can
under the circumstances in our de-
sire to serve you, while preserving
your safety. Even the Pope celebrat-
ed daily live-stream Mass without a
congregation, and conducted all his
Holy Week and Easter services with
only a dozen people present. Alt-
hough understandable in a time of
Eucharistic famine, our temporary
rites of “drive-through” Commun-
ion, live-stream Mass without a con-
gregation, or distributing Commun-
ion outside of Mass are not a sub-
stitute for real, live, actual participa-
tion of the priest and community
offering the Eucharistic Sacrifice.

That is what makes this all so pain-
ful.

Cardinal Robert Sarah, head of the
Vatican Congregation for Divine
Worship, issued a letter to all bish-
ops of the Church this week urging
a return to normal worship, as soon
as it is safe to do so. | agree. The
Cardinal stated: “As soon as circum-
stances permit, however, it is neces-
sary and urgent to return to the
normality of Christian life, which
has the church building as its home
and the celebration of the liturgy,
especially the Eucharist, as ‘the
summit toward which the activity of
the Church is directed; and at the
same time it is the font from which
all her power flows' (Vatican Il: Sac-
rosanctum Concilium, 10).”

The key words here are “as soon as
circumstances permit.”

We are lucky in that in Contra Costa
and Alameda counties, we have
been able to hold Mass and the sac-
raments outdoors. Except for a
week of smoky air, this has served
us well. I have witnessed weddings,
baptisms, ordinations and confir-
mations celebrated outdoors with
reverence and dignity. Our parish
churches are still open for private
prayer and adoration.

Catholics living in the City and
County of San Francisco have not
been so fortunate. The government
there has imposed draconian, dis-
criminatory prohibitions against
religious worship. Only 12 people
are allowed at outdoor Mass in The
City. | think Archbishop Cordileone
is quite right to invite his parishion-
ers to sign a petition, and partici-
pate in a public procession of pro-
test to “Free the Mass” (See https://
sfarchdiocese.org/events/free-the-
mass).

No one disputes the need to wear
masks, disinfect hands and observe
social distancing. That is why our
diocese has issued strict liturgical
guidelines to preserve your safety
— yet allow access to the sacra-
ments. We are monitoring the situa-
tion in our East Bay counties with
regard to businesses, restaurants,
gym and school reopenings.



CONTINUED...

| am concerned churches not be the
last on the list — but treated fairly
with regard to indoor gatherings
permitted to other groups of our
size. So far, | believe we have been
treated fairly in the East Bay. When |
complained to a Catholic physician
and public health officer that canna-
bis clinics were open, and Catholic
churches were closed for group
Mass, he replied that people en-
tered the clinic controlled one-by-
one, and not in a group. We immedi-
ately opened our churches for indi-
vidual, private prayer.

If you think the church reopening
process is moving too fast and is
unsafe, let your pastor and me
know. If you think the reopening
process permitted by the govern-
ment is moving too slowly — then
you should call the county. If | con-
tact them, it is one phone call. We
have on the books 500,000 Catholics
in our diocese. If you call, the people
who make the rules will get the mes-
sage.
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Visit oakdiocese.org
for diocesan news, events,
resources and more

Alameda County Health
Officer: ncov@acgov.org; 510-268-
2101.

Contra Costa County Health
Officer: info@cchealth.org; 844-729-
8410.

| am hoping we can reopen soon for
indoor worship at 25% of a church
building's capacity, with all the nec-
essary health and safety precau-
tions. This will be important as the
weather gets colder and wetter.

Your safety is my first consideration.
But also your right, and absolute
necessity, to participate in the Eu-
charist.

From <https://
www.catholicvoiceoakland.org/2020
/09-21/bishop.htm>

Donate Options:
Online

at Faith Direct
bit.ly/StMOffering

Text
any dollar amount
to (925) 258-2969

Drop off

at St Michael's in
the donation box or
mail slot.

\YEN

458 Maple Street
Livermore, CA
94550




FR PETER LAWONGKERD

Dear St. Michael family,

Many of you might already know me
and some might now. So just to
share with you a little bit about my-
self and my personal vocation story.
My name is Fr. Peter Lawongkerd. |
am a newly ordained of the diocese
of Oakland. | was born and raised in
Thailand in a small town of about
200 catholic families. Since when |
was little, | helped my mom at the
sacristy and prepared things for dai-
ly Mass. | was so proud to assist my
pastor as an altar server. God called
me in this particular vocation at a
very young age. | entered the minor
seminary when | was 13 years old.

During my high school years, my
dream about the priesthood began
to falter. | started to feel unsure,
fearful, doubtful of my path and
eventually dropped out of the semi-
nary. After 8 years in the seminary, |
decided to leave, to work and experi-
ence life outside its boundaries. |

worked at a coffee shop and in a res-
taurant. | also experienced working
in a hospital setting where | became
aware that the desire of being a
priest was still in my heart.

Brother Don Bosco, a retired reli-
gious brother who volunteered at
my seminary in Thailand for so many
years, had hope in me and encour-
aged me to become a missionary
priest in the U.S. | came to the US in
December 2009. | took ESL classes in
Los Angeles for a couple of months,
and eventually applied to the Oak-
land diocese.

| have studied at Mt. Angel seminary
in Oregon for four years to get my
bachelor's degree in Philosophy and
Literature. Then, | was sent to St.
Patrick seminary in Menlo Park to
get my Master’s degree in Theology
and graduated last year in May,
2019. | have had the opportunity to
experience pastoral ministry at
different parishes including St. Mi-
chael in Livermore.

4TH FRIDAY ROSARY FOR VOCATIONS

Meet our seminarians and pray the rosary with them on Zoom! Show your

support and pray for their vocations.

Every 4th Friday at 7:00 pm. The next date is October 23.

Meeting ID: 701 467 8859
Passcode: 369640

| was recently ordained by Bishop
Michael C. Barber SJ. on September
5, 2020 at Santa Maria church in
Orinda, California. | also have been
appointed as a parochial vicar of Ho-
ly Spirit in Fremont, effective imme-
diately. | am very excited and looking
forward to come back and celebrate
mass with you all.

God bless.

Fr. Peter

—

Office of

Vocations
DIOCESE OF OAKLAND

FOLLOW DIOCESE OF
OAKLAND OFFICE OF

VOCATIONS ON FACEBOOK




VIRTUAL WORKSHOP

We Are Made for
These Times:

Psychological and Spiritual Resources

for Coping with the Pandemic

Presented by Pamela Bjorklund, Ph.D.

As the pandemic and the rest of the upheavals in our world
stretch on, how can we continue to cope? Is it possible for us as
individuals to grow and even thrive through all of this? Join us to
receive usable tools that will enable you to find some answers to
these questions, deep where God dwells within your own self.

Dr. Pamela Bjorklund, is a licensed clinical psychologist and spiritual director
in private practice in San Jose. She taught spirituality courses in the Pastoral
Ministries Program of Santa Clara University for 15 years, serves the Diocese
of San Jose in a variety of capacities and teaches, leads retreats and consults
throughout the area.

SPONSORED BY:

CENTER«
EDUCATION.
SPIRITUALITY

DOMINICAN SISTERS OF MISSION SAN JOSE

www.msjdominicans.org
facebook.com/dominicansistersofmsj

Join Us Online!

Saturday
October 10,
2020

10-12 noon

There will be no charge
for this event.

It is a gift from the
Dominican Sisters of
Mission San Jose.

Registration is required.

RSVP by 10/9, 2020

http://bitly/TheseTimes2020

or call (510) 933-6360
for more information



BBQ DINNER
TAKE OUT!
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ROSARY IN ENGLISH

O Soom

October 1 - 31
bit.ly/RosaryOct

CHOOSE 2
Beef Tips, Chicken, Pulled Pork.

Includes Potatoes Au Gratin, Coleslaw, Baked
Beans and a Roll. $25 per plate.

PRE ORDER BY OCTOBER 5
By phone: 775-772-6369 or 925-456-4645
Online: bit.ly/BBQTakeOut

DRIVE THRU PICK UP
St Michael School, Corner of 4th & Maple
3:00 - 7:00 pm

BENEFITS
St Michael Clergy Continuing Education

SPONSORED BY
Livermore Knights of Columbus
One Nation Dream Makers




GOSPEL MEDITATION

“Therefore, | say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that will produce

its fruit.” (Mt 21:43)

Do you ever wonder why things
never seem to come together? We
see glimpses of consistency, equity,
justice, peace, harmony, and well-
being, but it always falls short. Hu-
man life is still expendable and ma-
nipulated, people are used for per-
sonal advancement, countries are
at war, the economy continues to
face turbulence, anger and frustra-
tion are widespread, and happi-
ness is the possession of just a few
and not the many. Could it be that
we are serving the wrong king-
dom? We keep trying to make our
kingdom work and find ourselves
still scratching our heads after re-
peatedly failed attempts to do so.
It is almost as if people are saying,
“we'll get it right this time if we do
...," as if some new and secret in-
novation has yet to be tried.

We serve God's kingdom. We may
not like hearing that, but it is true.
God did not make only a few of us.
God made all of humanity and all

of humanity is called into service.
How often do we defer any of our
decision making to God? Secular
leaders enjoy winking at the Sacred
Scriptures and using them when
they advance a cause, but are they
really listened to? Even those who
consider themselves believers tend
to sift through God's Word, taking
what seems to fit and apply and
discarding the rest. After all, if we
were really serving God's kingdom,
we would see an abundance of
fruit testifying to this fact. But
what'’s growing on the vine is any-
thing other than good Gospel-
centered fruit.

Nothing in this world or the next
belongs to us. We have such a hard
time believing this and live our
lives as if everything belongs to us.
And, the fruit does not lie. Trees
that are neglected and not proper-
ly fertilized reveal that fact. They
cannot keep these deep secrets
from being discovered. If God's

kingdom was really being served,
then life would have looked much
differently after the crucifixion. By
now, there would be plenty of fan-
tastic fruit to harvest in abun-
dance: faith, hope, love, prudence,
temperance, justice, and fortitude.
Do we see these in abundance
around us? Why not?

Still we grapple with ownership,
privilege, status, and the protection
of our rights. It's all about us and
what we want, think we need, and
expect to acquire. When did this
change of focus occur? We may be
struggling with this since humani-
ty’s day in the garden and have
never understood that the focus
cannot be on us and the apple but
on God and God’s justice. Maybe
the only answer is that the King-
dom be taken from us and given to
someone who is willing to do a bet-
ter job. Is that the fate we really

want?
©LPi



RESPONDING

to the

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP

My oldest two children took piano
lessons when then were younger.
In fact, it was because my oldest
wanted to learn to play so badly
that we purchased a piano. He
would use it for practice during his
few years of lessons, and then my
daughter took up the instrument.
After a few years of lessons for
each, restlessness set in and a type
of indifference took over. The les-
sons and the practicing came to an
end.

My youngest had not expressed

COMMUNITY CARE

much interest in piano when he
was younger. Then when he was a
teenager, he asked for lessons. He
began to play and now he plays
even for fun and to relax. When his
siblings try to play, they are stuck
with the truth that those days are
gone and since they gave it up
years ago, they can no longer really
play. In many ways, they were giv-
en a gift, but since they did not use
and cultivate it, they lost it.

God gives us gifts every day and we
too often act like those gifts will

simply always be there. The truth
is, unlike God Himself, many of
those gifts are not eternal. If we fail
to acknowledge them and put
them to use, we risk losing them in
the end. What a shame. What gifts
might be slowly slipping away from
each of us due to our lack of inter-
est and indifference? They might
not be there if and when we
change our minds.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

FREE GROCERY DRIVE THROUGH

October 3 * October 17 * November 7 « November 21

December 5 « December 19

9:00 am - 11:00 am while supplies last
at St Michael School, 4th & Maple Streets

Distribution in your car only (no walk ups).

One kit per car.

We deliver to seniors and those who are homebound.
Please place orders before Thursday at 4:00 pm
Office@StMichaelLivermore.com or 925-447-1585
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OUTDOOR MASS

In the Courtyard

Face covering is required

Bring your own chair

Sit at least 6 feet apart

(If canceled due to bad weather,
Mass will be livestreamed with walk
in Communion only)

Monday - Saturday
8:30 am in English
(Rosary begins at 8:00 am)

Wednesday

8:30 am with St Michael School
in English

5:00 pm in Spanish

Sunday
6:45 am, 8:00 (Latin), 9:30 am, 11:00
am, 12:30 pm (Spanish), 5:00 pm

NEW TIME!

SICK & HOMEBOUND
By Appointment

Sacraments of Anointing of the Sick,
Confession and Communion are
available to those who are sick, in a
care facility or homebound. Please
contact Eric Hom 925-667-4052 or
EricHom@StMichaelLivermore.com
to arrange for a priest to visit.

After hours only, please call the
Pastoral Emergency line at
925-521-4117.

LIVESTREAM MASS

Facebook.com/
StMichaelParishLivermore
and

YouTube.com/
StMichaelLivermore

Monday - Saturday
6:45 am in English

Wednesday
8:30 am in English
5:00 pm in Spanish

Saturday Vigil
5:00 pm in English
7:00 pm in Spanish

Sunday
9:30 am

CONFESSION & ADORATION

In the Courtyard

Face covering is required
For adoration, bring a chair
Sit at least 6 feet apart

Monday - Friday
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Saturday
9:30 am - 10:30 am

WALK IN COMMUNION

In the Courtyard
Face covering is required
30-40 minutes after Mass begins

Monday - Friday
7:15-7:45 am

Saturday
5:45 pm-6:15 pm
7:45 pm - 8:15 pm

Sunday
Immediately after all outdoor
Masses

SCHEDULE SUBJECT
TO CHANGE!

We may return to Indoor Mass with
limited seating soon. Reservations
will be required.

Please frequently check
StMichaelLivermore.com/MassTimes
for the most current information.




FORMED

OCEAN OF MERCY
At the dawn of the twentieth century,
three voices rose up from
Poland—St. Faustina Kowalska, St.
Maximilian Kolbe, and Pope St. John
Paul ll—to proclaim an urgent
message, a message powerful
enough to alter the course of an age
Jlunging into spiritual darkness.

WATCH

P OCEAN or MERCY

LECTIO:
0{ s PHILIPPIANS WITH DR. TIM GRAY
o g9 Towards the end of his life, under
};, arrest and awaiting trial in Rome,

LECTIO Saint Paul writes a short but

UNVEILING SCRIPTURE AND TRADITION

PHILIPPIANS

/ powerful letter to the Philippians. In
Wik f) six sessions, Dr. Tim Gray combines
> insight and practical guidance using
the lectio divina disciplines to make
the Scriptures come alive in
Philippians: Life in Christ.

NAdVv3ii

BROTHER FRANCIS:

THE BAREFOOT SAINT OF ASSISI

If you think you know Francis of Assisi,
you're in for a surprise. Discover the
astonishing life of Brother Francis, the
fun-loving son of wealth and privilege
who gave up everything for the sake of
Christ.

LISTEN

To sign up for your free FOR}

Visit FORMED.org/signup. Choose “I belong to a parish” and search for St Michael




Grow Your Business, Advertise Here. . .
catholicmatch "l | AW OFFICE OF

Sonst foox Gl & Rl Californio "3 JENNIFER THAETE
Free professional ad design & my help! —_——C

email: kwiatkowskim@jspaluch.com wwwjspaluch.com A Certified Legal Specialist in Estate Planning,
' Trusts & Probate Law by The State Bar of
California Board of Legal Specialization

925.447.0134

thaetelaw.com
Parishioner 2600 Kitty Hawk Rd. #108 Livermore, CA 94551

| Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

Take your

Catholic Cruises and Tours @7 #179%070)

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Se
of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations >
= CRIMINAL LAW SPECIALIST All Felony/Misdemeanor Cases
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email Free Consultation! 24 Hour Toll Free: (800) 743-3896
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com 6379 Clark Ave - Ste 250 (by Court House) (925) 463-3340

. , “Serving the East Bay Since 1963” Habla Espaiiol
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com d 4 s

913084 St Mlchael Church (B - www.JspaIc.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co Inc 800 675- 505




TRI VALLEY OPTOMETRY

Serving the Valley
for More than 60 Years

Dr. James E. Volponi
Dr. John T. Volponi
Primary Eye Care
Contact Lenses ¢ Children’s Vision
Adult & Senior Vision Care

254 S. Livermore, Livermore

447-3222

Home ¢ Commercial

24 Hr. Emergency Service

Lic #687324

2135 So. Vasco Rd., Unit F, » Livermore, CA

(925) 455-1235

* Lisa B. Malone
Income Tax Preparation
Full-Charge Bookkeeping Services
Enrolled Agent Parishioner
Tel: 925.455.0508

Livermore, CA 94551-4643
mltdmalone @gmail.com

The Most Complete

Online National

FINDaPARISH.com
Directory of
Catholic Pavishes

Tri-Valley ——
~— Conservancy

TriVaIIeyConservancy.orc_;

Miriam Munzarova, AMFT, APCC
Psychotherapy
For Depression, Anxiety, PTSD, OCD,
& Relationship Problems
1062 Murrieta Blvd, Livermore, CA 94550
(925) 337-5270

“Yet | am always with you; you hold me
by my right hand.” Psalm 73:23

Running or Not... )
Tax Deductible

IOVALY

Custom Vestments and
Other Fine Sewing
Sarah Marlett,

PARISHIONER
Phone: 512.966.9081
www.liovaly.com

LIVERMORE
SAW & MOWER

2345 Third St.
447-2055

JOHN PipoL, OWNER

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE

Help Preserve Land for Future Generations

1.888.686.4483

Cars, Trucks,
Boats, Tractors &
RV’s

11111}
Friends.
Community.

We’re all in this
together.

State Farm® has a long
tradition of being there.
That's one reason I'm

Zulien Morales
Ins Agency Inc
Zulien Morales, Agent
Parishioner
Insurance Lic#: 0L09428
Bus: 925-574-1600
zulien@zulienmorales.com
Hablamos Espafiol

proud to support
Saint Michael.

Here to help life
go right.®

é%StateFarm

State Farm, Bl

1081073

See

Your Ad "\
inCO OR

Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.231.0805

&< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Hank Yol

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

: Stanley P. Chin, D.D.S.

East Avenue Denta

Free

Implant Dentistry
Just TWO blocks from St. Michael Church J T
) (s B

ONE ) PARISH

Grow in your faith,

find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community |
with OneParish!

)

Consultation

925-447-4939 » eastavenuedental.com

2815 East Avenue, #A, Livermore

and thank them for their continued support.
They make your bulletin possible.

Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,

ENERGY

n’? (0] SOLAP\‘

SUNPOWERe

We’re Knights and Ministers bringing SOLAR to Oakland Diocese!
* Featuring: Sunpower Equinox and Tesla Powerwall! *
Email: operations @synergy768.com www.Synergy768.com

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAIert"

1 havepes 'ﬁmdepend‘“
Mo

prends!

Marcel

A:«AONCDN g
7 .\

invisalign «

CALL Now! 800 809 3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
MDMedAlert

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

JZM\Q%w

ot su
- |/Ambulance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! 0". =)
synerg’w 768 ::i(::ce FREE Shipping Solutions as Low as 32»; i
ALL for q 2 9177 VFriends/Family FREE Activation 95 A o X
¢ . Eo; ::Io:e 925.308.9 g NO Long Term Contractss 19 o amonth o - L

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

Orthodontlcs

A Specialist in Orthodontics

Thomas J. Marcel & Associates | 925.447.7799

LIVERMORE ° TRACY * PLEASANTON
www.marcelorthodontics.com

913084 St Michael Church (A)

www.jspaluch.com

Owned & Operated by Fernando Romero & Family

since 1980 in Livermore Since 1980

Tr‘ 1 _Va I I = g Parishioner Since 1974
auto body EXPERT COLLISION SPECIALISTS
EXPERT COLOR MATCHING
925.443.8548 FREE ESTIMATES

3529 FIRST STREET, LIVERMORE
www.trivalleybodyshop.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

Se Habla Espanol
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