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There will arise the sun of justice with
its healing rays (Malachi 3:19-20a).
Malachi, a name which means “my
messenger,” is the last word of the Old
Testament as it falls last in the canon of
its books. Writing about 400 years before the coming of Christ, Malachi has
some scathing things to say about the
irreverence of the worship and immorality of the actions of the priests and
people of Israel after the return from
Babylonian exile. God threatens to
throw dung in the faces of the priests
for oﬀering defective sacrifices and not
teaching the true doctrine of the covenant. He chastises the laity for being
unfaithful to their marital covenants
and for cheating the poor. That’s the
setting for our reading which speaks of
the Day of the Lord, described as
“blazing like an oven.” This section of
Malachi begins in 3:16 and is directed
to “those who fear the Lord.” These are
the ones who’ll be spared God’s wrath
and enjoy the “sun of justice.” Malachi
leaves us with this beautiful and consoling image. As with all of the prophets,
judgment always finishes with mercy.

Paul speaks of his hard work among
the Thessalonians (2 Thessalonians 3:7
-12).
One of the wonderful characteristics of
Christianity is that it’s a livable creed.
God intends that all be saved and so he
has revealed to us a way of living that’s
moderate and ordered and which
doesn’t crush human nature, but rather
brings it to its fullest flower. Paul is believed to have been a tentmaker by
trade. In this portion of Paul’s letter to
the Thessalonians, he counsels them on
the value of labor; of simply doing the
business at hand in a quiet and industri-

ous manner. Part of this same reading
appears in the Lauds or Morning Prayer
for the first Monday in the four-week
cycle of Psalms in the Liturgy of the
Hours; the oﬃcial prayer of the Church.
So the first workday in the Church’s
oﬃcial prayer book gives us this encouragement to make our labor a prayer to the creator who labored in creating the cosmos and then, as a carpenter in Nazareth, and finally, to give us
eternal life by bearing the cross to Calvary.

Jesus foretells the destruction of Jerusalem, the persecution of his followers. But their perseverance will be
their salvation (Luke 21:5-19).
Jesus gives a warning in outline form
that elaborates on the prophecy he
uttered in Luke 19:41-44 about the fall
of the Temple. The importance of that
event owes much to the symbolism
represented in the construction of the
Temple and its significance to the Jewish people. The Jews believed that God
had designated the Temple Mount in
Jerusalem as the place where he had
specifically directed that his name
would be hallowed. Jewish lore held
that the Temple rested at the center of
the universe and at a place where heaven, earth, and the underworld intersected. The Temple was constructed in
three parts (Outer Court, Holy Place,
and Holy of Holies) which corresponded
to the three great divisions of creation
(water above the heavens, land, and
the water around the land). The Temple
was a kind of microcosm, a universe
miniature.
When Jesus foretells its destruction,
he’s in eﬀect saying that the old world
is passing away and that time is pregnant with a new age which is about to
come to birth. That new age is the kingdom of God, the New Covenant in
Christ. That’s the world we inhabit as
Catholics, citizens of that kingdom, and
heirs of that covenant.

The message of this week’s Gospel
reading can be summed up in the last
line: “By your perseverance, you will
secure your lives.” Just as the earliest
Christians before us, we are all called to
embrace the trials, struggles, and persecutions that may come our way as a
result of our faith. We can rest, however, in knowing that God always promises to rescue those who remain faithful
to him. We must remain faithful; we
must pick up our crosses daily; we must
persevere.
In our world today, suﬀering (of any
kind) is seen as the greatest of evils and
is to be avoided at all costs. Jesus, however, calls us to face the trials that may
come our way with courage. Take some
time by yourself right now and reflect
on a troubling area in your life.
Are you approaching a diﬃculty with
confidence and hope in the Lord or
with discouragement, frustration, or
despair? Is there a certain trial or diﬃ-

culty in your life where you are wavering in your trust in the Lord? How
might perseverance in faith and greater
trust in God help you find greater security in your life?
In prayer, ask Jesus to show you at
least one specific way you can live out
his teaching to persevere in faith, and
ask him for the grace to help you to do
that this week.

As we listen to this week’s video, be
encouraged by the message of hope
that Jesus will come to rescue those
who remain faithful to him in times of
diﬃculty, trial, and suﬀering.

Monday: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Ps 1:1-4, 6;
Lk 18:35-43
Tuesday: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Ps 15:2-5;
Lk 19:1-10
Wednesday: Rv 4:1-11; Ps 150:1b-6;
Lk 19:11-28
Thursday: Rv 5:1-10; Ps 149:1b-6a,
9b; Lk 19:41-44
Friday: Rv 10:8-11; Ps 119:14, 24, 72,
103, 111, 131; Lk 19:45-48 or (for the
memorial of the Dedication) Acts
28:11-16, 30-31; Ps 98:1-6; Mt 14:2233
Saturday: Rv 11:4-12; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9
-10; Lk 20:27-40

----------------------------------------------Reflection by Opening the Word and reprinted with the permission of Augustine
Institute. The accompanying video lecture
is available free at Formed.org.

Tuesday: St. Albert the Great
Wednesday: St. Margaret of Scotland; St. Gertrude
Thursday: St. Elizabeth of Hungary
Friday: The Dedication of the Basilicas of Ss. Peter and Paul in Rome;
St. Rose Philippine Duchesne
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us
in battle. Be our protection against
the wickedness and snares of the
Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly hosts, by the divine power
of God, cast into hell satan, and all
the evil spirits, who roam through
out the world seeking the ruin of
souls. Amen.

Mass Intentions
Dear Lord, during this trial, I oﬀer up to you my confusion;
Give me clarity.
I oﬀer up to you my despair;
Give me hope.
I oﬀer up to you my weakness;
Give me strength.
I oﬀer up to you my pettiness;
Give me generosity of spirit.
I oﬀer up to you all my negative thoughts from Satan,
so that when he asks “Where is your God now?”
I may respond “Right here with me, giving me his grace
As a heavenly beam of light penetrating your darkness!”
Amen.

For those who are threatened by persecution, starvation and deadly violence because of their Christian faith, may they be strengthened by their
faith in Jesus Christ and our solidarity with them.
That the God of light may inspire leaders of governments to uphold religious freedom and care for the well-being of all people, especially the poor
and vulnerable.
For Christians throughout the world who are persecuted for the faith, may
they be freed from fear and anxiety and strengthened in their courageous
witness and may peace come to their troubled lands.
For those who have suﬀered violent death because of their faith, may they
now live in the light of God’s face.

For the repose of the soul of Thomas James Nugent, Jr.
For all those wri en in our parish’s Book of the Dead and all those represented on our All Souls altar inside the church.
“Do not weep, for I shall be more useful to you a er my death and I shall help you
then more eﬀec vely than during my life. I want to spend my heaven in doing good
on earth.” —St. Therese of Lisieux

Saturday 11/12
8:30am Lorraine Canevari 
5:00pm Angela Murrieta 
7:00pm Margarito & Juanity
Ramirez 
Sunday 11/13
6:45am The Le Family 
8:00am Janice Alvarez 
9:30am Charles & Jennie Dunn
11:00am Antony Pham Van Hoi 
Joseph Mary Pham Dang Yeu 
12:30pm Hugo Albornoz & Felicitas
Arevalo and their group
6:00pm Narcissa Mata 
Monday 11/14
7:00am The Souls in Purgatory 
8:30am Ramon Salcedo 
Tuesday 11/15
7:00am Lillian Manha 
8:30am Richard Boerger 
Wednesday 11/16
7:00am Eduardo de Biase 
8:30am The Souls in Purgatory 
7:00pm Hugo Albornoz & Felicitas
Arevalo and their group
Thursday 11/17
7:00am Alejandro Najarro and
David Malone & Family
8:30am The Souls in Purgatory 
Friday 11/18
7:00am Alejandro Najarro and
David Malone & Family
8:30am Winston Mata 
Saturday 11/19
8:30am Paula Robertson 
5:00pm Anastacio E. Gallardo 
7:00pm Amalia Aguilar 

As we approach the end of the liturgical year, the Mass readings are rich
with an eschatological theme, or the theology of the last things, the end of
the world. We celebrated the saints in heaven, and we continue to pray for
the souls of our beloved dead. We also take time to take stock of our own
lives, examining our relationship with Christ. We do not know when our
earthly lives will end, nor do we know when Christ will return in glory. But
we do know that both events will indeed happen.
Here are some online resources to brush up on Catholic teaching of the last
things:
•
•
•

Congratulations to all who participated in raising $36,968 for Phase II of
our playground-resurfacing project.
We reached 80% of our goal. If you
could help us with the last stretch,
we would appreciate it!

catholicexchange.com/remember-last-things
aleteia.org/2015/11/16/the-four-last-things
legatus.org/what-are-the-four-last-things

Have you thought about singing or
playing an instrument at Mass, but
can’t make a yearly commitment?
Consider joining one of our choirs
just for Christmas!

LifeTeen sings at 3:00 pm Mass on
Christmas Eve. Rehearsal on Sundays
at 4:45 pm.
Children’s Choir sings at 5:00 pm on
Christmas Eve. Rehearsal is on Tuesdays at 4:00 pm.

Chamber Choir sings at Midnight
Mass on Christmas Eve and 11:00 am
Contact: JaNet Hancock, Director of
on Christmas Day. Rehearsal ThursMusic Ministries, at 925-292-5071 or
days 7:30 pm.
music@stmichaellivermore.com.
My family and I would like to thank
the clergy, staﬀ, and parishioners of
St. Michael’s for all your love and
support at the time of my husband’s
death last month. We are so appreciative of all the cards, flowers, prayers, and Masses during these past
weeks. A special thanks to all who
brought food and helped with the
funeral reception. We are overwhelmed by your kindness and generosity, and extend heartfelt thanks
to all of you.
—Marjorie Melendez

Fr. Rafael Hinojosa has been appointed Parochial Administrator of St. Anthony Parish in Oakley eﬀective July 1.
This second assignment is part of the
process to "incardinate" to the Diocese of Oakland from the diocese of
Yakima, Washington.
Please continue to pray for Fr Rafael
and for the community at St Anthony
Parish.

lin. Questions? Suzanne Beck, 925352-8447 or suzbeck@yahoo.com.

Our new sound system will be installed in the church on Nov 14-28.
On Monday, Nov 14 and Tuesday,
Nov 15, Mass will be in the Convent
Chapel. It will be a very cozy liturgy!
Alternatively, you are welcome to
celebrate Mass at 7:00 am in the
church or at 12:10 pm at St Elizabeth
Seton, 4001 Stoneridge Dr,
Pleasanton.

Come and join the Golden Friends of
St. Michael Parish as we meet for our
monthly luncheon on November
18. We will be meeting at Castle
Rock Restaurant, 1848 Portola Ave.
Prayer Service/Mass begins at 11 am
followed by lunch. Suggested donation is $12 (additionally, we will "pass
the basket” for donations to help
with tax and tip).
Please RSVP no later than Wed. Nov.
16 to Wilma at 447-8198 or
wilma.matuska@gmail.com

Come make simple dresses for girls in
poverty-stricken countries! Our
monthly Sew-Fest is Saturday, Nov
19, from 9 am to 3 pm at St. Raymond’s Hall, 11555 Shannon Ave at
San Ramon Rd, Dub-

English or 11:00 am in Spanish.
There will be no Mass at 7:00 am.
All are invited to bring bread and
wine to be blessed for your family's
meal. Please bring your bread and
wine in basket or other container
and place it near the altar. Don't forget to take it home with you after
Mass!

If you have been blessed this year
and would like to share that blessing
with the less fortunate, please consider bringing a turkey or ham to the
St Vincent de Paul food locker behind
the church the weekend of Nov. 19th
and 20th. We also provide nonperishable food items in the baskets
and would welcome any that you
bring.

If enough people sign up to spend
time in prayer in the Adoration
Chapel on Thanksgiving
Day, the chapel can remain
open. Please sign up at Adoration@StMichaelLivermore.com
If you are a regular adorer and will be
out-of-town November 24-27, please
let your prayer partner know.

The Catholic Campaign for Human
Development is the national antipoverty program of the U.S. Catholic
Bishops, which works to break the
cycle of poverty by helping lowincome people participate in decisions that aﬀect their lives, families
and communities. CCHD oﬀers a
hand up, not a hand out. Please give
as generously as you can.

There is no better way to
give thanks to God than by celebrating Mass. Join us at 8:30 am in

All are invited to Thanksgiving dinner as we celebrate
the 34th year of providing a free hot
meal on Thanksgiving Day. Dinner is
served from 1 pm to 5 pm at the
Bothwell Center, 2466 8th St. Livermore. Our guests include seniors,
singles, shut-ins, families and veterans from the VA Hospital. This is a
free community dinner and all are
welcome.
For information, rides, or delivered
meals, call 925-455-9782.
To volunteer, call 925-216-0968.
To donate, call 510-710-3910.

So that our staﬀ can celebrate
Thanksgiving with their families, the
parish oﬃces will be closed on Nov
24 and 25.

St. Michael’s Parish provides volunteers every 5th Wednesday at Open
Heart Kitchen, Tri Valley’s free hot
meal service for those in need. Volunteers prepare the food on site, set
tables, serve the food, organize donated items and clean up afterwards.
There are two shifts: 9:30 am-11:45
am and 11:45 am-2:00 pm. To volunteer, contact Diane Schord
at dhschord@sbcglobal.net or 925447-4344.

Under the direction of Mrs.
Gomez and Mrs. Hancock, who will
be helping her with the music, St
Michael School will be presenting an
all-school Christmas program that
will be held on December 20, 2016
at 6:30 pm in the church. There will
be a matinee/dress rehearsal performance at 1:00 pm that day.
The 8th graders will be highlighted
as the narrators and participants of
the nativity scene. Each class will
perform a song. We are looking forward to this new Christmas tradition
that will include the entire St. Michael School community.

It is advised that the faithful receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation (also
known as “Confession” or “Penance”) during the season of Advent, as a
preparation for the celebration of the birth of Christ in our lives.

November 30
St Joan of Arc at 7:00 pm

December 13
St Michael (bilingual) at 7:00 pm

December 19
St Charles at 7:00 pm

December 3
St Michael at 9:00 am, 3:45 pm and
6:15 pm (Spanish)

December 14
St Augustine (family and youth) at
7:30 pm

December 21
St Michael at 2:30 pm in the Convent

December 7
St Michael at 2:30 pm in the Convent

December 15
St Augustine (adults) at 7:30 pm

December 10
St Michael at 9:00 am, 3:45 pm and
6:15 pm (Spanish)

December 17
St Michael at 9:00 am, 3:45 pm and
6:15 pm (Spanish)

Confession will not be available on
Saturday, December 24, Christmas
Eve. Please plan accordingly.
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Fr. Rafael Hinojosa ha sido nombrado administrador parroquial de la parroquia de San Antonio en
Oakley a partir del 1 de julio. Esta segunda asignación es parte del proceso para "incardinar" a la
diócesis de Oakland de la diócesis de Yakima,
Washington.

Primera lectura -- Para ellos que temen al Señor, brillará el sol de justicia
con sus rayos de salud (Malaquías 3:19-20a).
Salmo -- El Señor llega para regir la tierra con justicia (Salmo 98 [97]).
Segunda Lectura -- Pablo habla de su trabajo duro entre los tesalonicenses
(2 Tesalonicenses 3:7-12).
Evangelio -- Pero su perseverancia será su salvación (Lucas 21:5-19).

Nuestro nuevo sistema de sonido será instalado en la iglesia del 14 al 28 de
noviembre. El lunes, 14 de noviembre y el martes, 15 de noviembre, la misa
sera celebrada en la Capilla del Convento. ¡Será una liturgia muy acogedora!
Alternativamente, usted es bienvenido a celebrar la Misa a las 7:00 am en la
iglesia de San Miguel o a las 12:10 pm en St Elizabeth Seton, 4001 Stoneridge Dr, Pleasanton.

No hay mejor manera de dar gracias a Dios que con la celebración de la
misa. Únase a nosotros en misa a las 8:30 am en Inglés o las 11:00 en español. Todos están invitados a traer el pan y el vino para ser bendecidos por
la comida de su familia. Por favor traiga su pan y el vino en la canasta u otro
recipiente y colocarlo cerca del altar. No se olvide de llevar a casa con usted
después de la misa!

Si suficientes personas se inscriben
para pasar tiempo en oración en la
Capilla de Adoración el día de Acción,
la capilla se mantiene abierta. Por
favor hágalo en
Adoration@StMichaelLivermore.com

Regístrese para recibir anuncios
especiales de San Miguel en español a través de texto o correo electrónico. Sólo mandar texto MIGUEL
al 202-765-3441.

En la Parroquia de San Miguel nosotros como mission celebramos los sacramentos, formamos discipulos, y llevamos a Cristo a
la comunidad.
458 Maple St
Livermore, CA 94550
925-447-1585
StMichaelLivermore.com

Secretario de habla en Español
Viernes 9-6 y Lunes-Jueves 4-7
Office@StMichaelLivermore.com
Padre Rafael Hinojosa
Padre@StMichaelLivermore.com
Sábado
Domingo
Miércoles

7:00 pm
12:30 pm
7:00 pm

Sábados 6:15-6:45 pm
Primer y tercer miércoles a las
2:30 pm en el convento

Para un directorio de sus socios de
oración y para el capitán de horas,
llame a Elsa al 925-339-6411
Ana Fregoso: 925-344-7150
Ruben Nunez: 925-453-6494

925-447-1585 x10

