CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS, GROW DISCIPLES, BRING CHRIST TO PEOPLE

NOVEMBER 29, 2020

FROM FR CARL
Dear St Michael Family,
Welcome to the season of Advent. This pandemic has caused a year of
struggle and change and tragedy for so many of us. But I have good news!
Advent is a season of HOPE. We remember that God’s intention for us and
all of nature - from the beginning of time – is perfection and beauty. He
did not intend suﬀering and disease and death. During Advent, we are
reminded that He sent His only Son to fix our world, broken by sin. Jesus
was born to us some 2,000 years ago to set us free, so that we can choose
to follow Him into the perfection of Heaven.
Advent is also a time to prepare to receive Jesus more fully into our
hearts. Spiritually, we should do some housekeeping to allow room for the
comfort and peace that Jesus always brings. In 2020, we need comfort and
peace more than ever!
And finally, Advent is a time to recall that this is not the end of the story. Jesus WILL come again and there will never been pain or suﬀering
again. We do not know when that time is, but we do know that we must
be prepared.
Yes, 2020 has been a diﬃcult year. But let us unite as a community this
Advent in these ways:
Register to attend our Advent Mission Retreat on Zoom. It’s called Rejoice!
Advent Meditations with Mary. We will gather together online, watch an
inspiring video and pray together. There is also a journal for your daily
reflections.
Seek the Sacrament of Reconciliation! There is no better way to prepare
our hearts and minds and souls than this healing sacrament. We priests
are here for you Monday through Friday at 6:30 pm and Saturdays at 9:30
am.
Reconnect with the Mass. If the pandemic has thrown oﬀ your schedule
and routine, now is the time to make a commitment to celebrating the
Mass. You can celebrate Mass outside or via livestream any day of the
week. Or you can park your car in the parking lot and tune in to 87.9 FM
and listen. Or you can watch livestream on Facebook or YouTube.
Be generous. $25 sponsors a holiday grocery kit for a family at our Community Care Grocery Drive Through. You can also donate grocery store gift
cards. We are reaching over 900 people every week, so every donation
helps!
So friends, even though this year has been diﬃcult, we have many reasons
to rejoice. Know that all of your priests here at St Michael are praying for
you and your families. Please keep us in your prayers too.
May you all have a peaceful Advent.
Fr Carl

ADVENT PRAYER
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in
me a wonder at the wisdom and
power of Your Father and ours. Receive my prayer as part of my service of the Lord who enlists me in
God's own work for justice.
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in
me a hunger for peace: peace in the
world, peace in my home, peace in
myself.
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in
me a joy responsive to the Father's
joy. I seek His will so I can serve
with gladness, singing and love.
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in
me the joy and love and peace it is
right to bring to the manger of my
Lord. Raise in me, too, sober reverence for the God who acted there,
hearty gratitude for the life begun
there, and spirited resolution to
serve the Father and Son.
I pray in the name of Jesus Christ,
whose advent I hail.
Amen.
(Source: OurCatholicFaith.org)

OUTDOOR MASS

PARK & LISTEN

Weather permitting.
Bring your own chair.
Face covering required.

Tune in to 87.9 FM

Monday—Saturday
8:30 am
Sunday
8:00 am Traditional Latin
9:30 am English
11:00 am English
12:30 pm Spanish

LIVESTREAM MASS

Park in the parking lot or side streets
within a block of the church and tune
in to 87.9 FM to listen to Mass.

WALK IN COMMUNION
Pray with Livestream Mass or listen
from the parking lot on 87.9 FM.
Face covering required.
Arrive exactly 45 minutes after Mass
begins to receive Communion.
PLUS on Sunday at 5:00 pm

On Facebook and YouTube.
Monday - Saturday
6:45 am
In English
Wednesday
8:30 am School Mass
In English
5:00 pm
In Spanish
Saturday Vigil
5:00 pm
In English
7:00 pm
In Spanish
Sunday
8:00 am
Latin
9:30 am
English

CONFESSION & ADORATION
In the Courtyard.
Weather permitting.
Face covering required.
Bring your own chair for Adoration.
Monday - Friday
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm
Saturday
9:30 am - 10:30 am

DAILY ZOOM ROSARY
12:00 pm in English
http://bit.ly/RosaryDec
8:00 pm in Spanish
http://bit.ly/RosarioDec

SCHEDULE
SUBJECT TO
CHANGE!
Worship schedule is subject to
change based on the latest from
Alameda County Health Department and the Diocese of Oakland.
Outdoor Mass, Confession and
Adoration is oﬀered weather
permitting.
Bookmark
StMichaelLivermore.com/
MassTimes (or scan the code
below) for the most current
schedule.
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NOT EVERYONE CAN MAKE THE SAME
FINANCIAL GIFT…
but everyone can make
the same sacrifice.
St Michael Catholic Church is committed to meeting the spiritual and
physical needs of our Livermore
community, even through a return
to pandemic restrictions. We will
never tire of finding new ways to advance Christ’s mission.
But we can only do it with your support.
We are closely monitoring our parish budget, being conservative with our
spending. Please bring to prayer the financial needs of our parish. Let the
Holy Spirit lead you to your level of giving during this challenging time.
For questions regarding our parish finances, please contact Eric Hom,
Director of Business Operations at EricHom@stmichaellivermore.com.
Thank You.

Donate Options:
Online
at Faith Direct
bit.ly/StMOﬀering

Donate online at
Faith Direct
Text
bit.ly/StMOﬀering
any
dollar amount

to
Or text any dollar
925-258-2969
amount to
(925) 258-2969

Drop oﬀ
OrSt
drop
oﬀ at Stin
at
Michael’s
Michael’s
in the
donathe
donation
box
tion box or mail slot.
or
mail slot.
Mail
458 Maple Street
Livermore, CA
94550

GOSPEL MEDITATION
You are at the eye doctor and it’s
time for the peripheral vision test.
You know the one. It’s where you
put your head up to a contraption
and have to click a switch every time
you see a squiggly line. If you don’t
concentrate and maintain optimal
focus, you will miss them and skew
the outcome of the test. You can
easily find yourself with a diagnosis
that really isn’t accurate! Concentration and focus are key to succeeding
with this evaluation. They are also
key to developing a healthy, vibrant
spiritual life. If we do not bring our
full consciousness to the task, concentrate with all our might, be
watchful and vigilant, we are not
going to see God’s loving presence
flashing before our eyes!

QUESTIONS OF THE
Present moments go as quickly as
they come but it is important to discover them and rest in them as often as we can. Though gone in a
flash, these now moments of encounter with God teach powerful
lessons and oﬀer a grounding in
truth that can be found nowhere
else. It’s the grace of Advent to become watchful and attentive because we are never sure when God
will surprise us.

God loves surprises and love thrives
on them! God’s now moments of
surprises come as tender instants of
intimate connection where I find
profound peace, experience joy, and
rest in love. These are Advent times
reflective of the now moments when
Christ first was born, when God surprises us during every time we care
That’s why we need Advent. Let’s
face it. We can easily get distracted, to watch and when the great surprise of Christ’s second coming
focus on nonessential and superficial things and lose touch with what dawns upon us all. But, to discover
really matters. Our attentions wan- the grandeur and experience the
awe of these now times, we have to
der. We daydream and even become a bit overwhelmed and tired. be ready. We have to want to be
there. We have to believe. And, we
All of the stresses and demands of
have to have the desire to soak in as
life consume us and we find ourselves constantly trying to play catch much as we can in the time we have
up rather than relishing the moment before us.
of the now. “Now” moments are so
©LPi
fleeting. They flash before us like
those squiggly lines on a screen.

WEEK
First Reading:
We hear today the prophet Isaiah’s
internal spiritual struggle as he
questions God’s ways and decries
our human tendency to sin. What
spiritual struggles do you need to
confront as we enter into the season of Advent?
Second Reading:
In his opening words to the Corinthian Christians, Paul reminds the
faithful of God’s fidelity to those
who believe in his Son. He then
cites examples of the blessings they
have received since coming to the
faith. What are some blessings you
have received in your faith journey?
Gospel:
Jesus instructs his disciples to be
vigilant for the end times. How can
you make this spiritual discipline a
focus of your Advent season this
year?

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP
In the Unexpected
“What could happen next?” How
many times have you asked yourself
that question in the past year?
Though we most often use that expression when things don’t seem to
be going our way, this year it has
been an expression of the constant
changes to our world which the
COVID-19 pandemic has wrought.
But we might use the same expression to explain our feelings of being
overwhelmed by blessings and
good things, when the stars seem to
align just right.
No matter what, we can say with
certainty that tomorrow will not go
exactly as we envisioned. Our lives
are influenced by so many factors
and the world around us is increasingly complex. Rather than be surprised by the unexpected, maybe
we should expect the unexpected.
Living in this manner causes us to
cherish more deeply the gifts we

have been given. It helps us to live
in the present and become mindful
of those around us. Our relationships deepen. Our sense of responsibility builds. Our stewardship way
of life finds new meaning and purpose.
This Advent will not be the same
experience as last Advent. It remains to be seen what the coming
days and weeks have in store for
each of us. However, no matter
what happens, Jesus Christ is there
to welcome us to the unexpected.
He will celebrate with us in joy and
he will even feel our pain. You can
count on the unexpected, but you
can also count on Him to be there
with you. He is now and forever,
Emmanuel, “God with us.” He is the
expected in all things unexpected.
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
©LPi

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!
email: kwiatkowskim@jspaluch.com

Certified Legal Specialist in Estate Planning,
Trusts & Probate Law by The State Bar of
California Board of Legal Specialization

www.jspaluch.com

Call Marcy Kwiatkowski
925.239.1401

925.447.0134
thaetelaw.com
Parishioner

2600 Kitty Hawk Rd. #108

Livermore, CA 94551

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

Take your
FAITH
ON A
JOURNEY.

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

(CST 2117990-70)

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America

JOHN W. NOONAN ATTORNEY AT LAW
Former Alameda Co. Deputy District Attorney

Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

CRIMINAL LAW SPECIALIST All Felony/Misdemeanor Cases

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

Free Consultation!
24 Hour Toll Free: (800) 743-3896
6379 Clark Ave - Ste 250 (by Court House) (925) 463-3340
“Serving the East Bay Since 1963”
Habla Español

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

• A FULL SERVICE FUNERAL HOME
• ADVANCED FUNERAL &
CREMATION PLANNING
CALLAGHAN MORTUARY

FD416

&
LIVERMORE CREMATORY CR38

• PARISHIONER & MEMBER OF Y.L.I.

SERVING FAMILIES
SINCE 1906

3833 EAST AVENUE
LIVERMORE, CA
925.447.2942
913084 St Michael Church (B)

THE PLATO FAMILY AT YOUR SERVICE DURING
YOUR TIME OF NEED DEBRA BAILEY-PLATO,
BROOKLYNN, MARKAS, LUKAS AND TYLER.

ASK ABOUT VETERAN BURIALS
WWW.CALLAGHANMORTUARY.COM
www.jspaluch.com
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TRI VALLEY OPTOMETRY
Serving the Valley
for More than 60 Years

Dr. James E. Volponi

Lisa B. Malone

The Most Complete

Income Tax Preparation
Home • Commercial
Full-Charge Bookkeeping Services
24 Hr. Emergency Service Enrolled Agent
Parishioner
Tel: 925.455.0508
Lic #687324
2135 So. Vasco Rd., Unit F, • Livermore, CA
Livermore, CA 94551-4643

(925) 455-1235

Dr. John T. Volponi

mltdmalone@gmail.com

Online National
Directory of

Check It Out Today!

Primary Eye Care

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE

Contact Lenses • Children’s Vision

Help Preserve Land for Future Generations

Adult & Senior Vision Care

447-3222

Cars, Trucks,
Boats, Tractors &
RV’s

Running or Not...
Tax Deductible

254 S. Livermore, Livermore

TriValleyConservancy.org

Catholic Parishes

1.888.686.4483

Miriam Munzarova, AMFT, APCC

See

Psychotherapy
For Depression, Anxiety, PTSD, OCD,
& Relationship Problems
1062 Murrieta Blvd, Livermore, CA 94550

Your Ad

(925) 337-5270
“Yet I am always with you; you hold me
by my right hand.” Psalm 73:23

Zulien Morales
Ins Agency Inc

LIVERMORE
SAW & MOWER
2345 Third St.
447-2055
JOHN PIDOLI, OWNER

Zulien Morales, Agent
Parishioner
Insurance Lic#: 0L09428
Bus: 925-574-1600
zulien@zulienmorales.com
Hablamos Español
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We’re all in this
together.
State Farm® has a long
tradition of being there.
That’s one reason I’m
proud to support
Saint Michael.
Here to help life
go right.®

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

in C O L O R
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.231.0805

✂ Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Free Consultation

Custom Vestments and
Other Fine Sewing
Sarah Marlett,
PARISHIONER

Phone: 512.966.9081
www.liovaly.com

Implant Dentistry
Just TWO blocks from St. Michael Church

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

925-447-4939 • eastavenuedental.com
2815 East Avenue, #A, Livermore

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit
www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.
They make your bulletin possible.
LAR!
got sun? go SO
CALL for quote:

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
✔Ambulance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Police
FREE Shipping
Solutions as Low as
✔Fire
FREE
Activation
95
✔Friends/Family
a month
NO Long Term Contracts

$19.

925.308.9177

This Button SAVES Lives!

®

Ed

As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Mike

CALL NOW!

We’re Knights and Ministers bringing SOLAR to Oakland Diocese!

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

* Featuring: Sunpower Equinox and Tesla Powerwall! *
Email: operations@synergy768.com

www.Synergy768.com

Marcel Orthodontics
Specialist in Orthodontics

Thomas J. Marcel & Associates | 925.447.7799
LIVERMORE • TRACY • PLEASANTON
www.marcelorthodontics.com
913084 St Michael Church (A)

Tracking w/Fall Detection
800.809.3352 GPS
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

www.jspaluch.com

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA
Owned & Operated by Fernando Romero & Family
in Livermore Since 1980

Parishioner Since 1974

EXPERT COLLISION SPECIALISTS
EXPERT COLOR MATCHING
FREE ESTIMATES
925.443.8548
3529 FIRST STREET, LIVERMORE
Se Habla Español
www.trivalleybodyshop.com
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