ST MICHAEL
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sunday, May 3, 2020 | Fourth Sunday of Easter

Special Shelter in Place Edition: Week 6
: B Mass Livestreamed

Monday — Saturday
8:00 am in English
12:30 pm in Spanish
5:30 pm in English

Sunday Mass

6:45 am in English
9:30 am in English
12:30 pm in Spanish
5:00 pm in English

Drive Up Communion

Monday-Saturday
8:45 am—9:30 am
1:15 pm—2:00 pm
6:15 pm—7:00 pm

Sunday

7:45 am—8:45 am
10:30 am—11:30 am
1:30 pm—2:30 pm
6:00—7:00 pm

Drive Up Confession

Whoever enters through the gate Monday—Saturday
is the shepherd of the sheep. ;?(jgop?nn:?ozdopomp?ér(]z::lsnh%ual)

John 10:2

Celebrate the Sacraments, Grow Disciples, Bring Christ to People




A Message from Fr Carl

St. Michael Family,

| hope all of you are having a
wonderful Easter season, enjoy-
ing the blessing of time to spend
with loved ones at home. Some-

! times in the face of challenges
come an abundance of bless-
ings. | hope you are finding this
to be true.

On March 16, we were ordered

to shelter in place. Since then,
. we’ve had two additional exten-
' sions, the most recent through

the end of May. | hope that dur-
| ing this time you’ve been able to
,%3 vy " take advantage of St Michael’s
<\ livestream Masses, Drive Up
" " devotions and Confessions in
a1 “ . the Courtyard. We have now
i 2‘“‘\\,\ §‘ added even more livestream
\ ,.;? 1\ | Masses every day and launched
' ' anew Drive Up Holy Commun-
W\ lion. See page 5 for details. We
) \ | priests and our staff are doing
W all we can to be present for you
W | during this challenging and un-
precedented time, and we con-
tinue to appreciate all of your
prayers.

e

\

8 Now in our 7th week with no

4\ public Masses, my leadership

\ team and | have had to make

"\ some very difficult decisions.

A \ We’ve had to take a step back

L\ to review all our operating ex-

AW AN penses, which include both pro-

W gram and staffing. Through

much discernment and prayer,

i we unfortunately have had to

W make a reduction in our work

\ force effective April 30. These

¥ layoffs were not easy to make,
W but these uncertain times call us

i\ keep the following people in

your prayers as they leave em-
ployment at St Michael’s and
enter a new chapter of their
lives: Joseph Garcia, Youth Min-
ister; Marjorie Melendez, RCIA
Coordinator; Rodrigo Morales,
Church Custodian.

In addition, since we are still
shelterimg in place without the
ability to have public Masses,
JaNet Hancock, Director of Mu-
sic, will be on furlough effective
April 30.

Moving forward, Priscilla Stutz-
man, Director of Religious Edu-
cation will oversee and manage
the day to day responsibilities of
our Youth Ministry & Confirma-
tion program and will continue to
be supported by Aimee Gonza-
lez.

In addition to the above staffing
adjustments, | want to welcome
Fr John Pietruszka as our new
Parochial Vicar here at St Mi-
chael Parish. Fr John was re-
cently ordained in May 2019.
He will be a wonderful addition
to our ministry team. He will be
responsible for RCIA in English
and Spanish, and will help me
with our liturgical planning and
leading our Hispanic communi-

ty.

Unfortunately, with a new Paro-
chial Vicar, comes Fr Alfonso’s
transition to St Edward’s Parish
in Newark, where he will be the
Parochial Vicar for that commu-
nity. We wish Fr. Alfonso well,
and | would like to thank him for
his pastoral ministry here at St

I, to make tough decisions. Please Michael the past three years.

Beyond the staffing adjustments
that were made, our team led by
our Business Manager, Eric : Py
Hom, are working with all de-
partments to eliminate, suspend = *
or reduce other operational ex- .
penses at this time to balance | %0
the shortfall in our collections. &7 & a:li“\‘»
Our clergy and remaining staff @& = =
have also committed to making | = ' |
a contribution of their salary of |
10%-20% back to the parish b
during this time. | have person-
ally committed to contributing
back to St Michael Parish 30%
of my salary as we work togeth- [
er for the good of our communi- 4
ty.

i

i
of you about job losses or salary '
reductions. Know that your St A
Michael Community, clergy and |
staff are here for you during this S
time. May God continue to Af N
bless you and your families, and |

may He bless our wonderful i’(\
parish. ih

These are challenging times. |
already have heard from some

With abundant blessings, \

Fr. Carl
Pastor
St. Michael Parish




Meet Fr John

Dear Parishioners,

My name is Father John Pie-
truszka, and | am happy to have
been appointed Parochial Vicar
at St. Michael Parish, effective
May 1st. Father Carl asked me
g to offer some words here as a
| brief introduction. Born and
| _ raised in Fall River, Massachu-
g setts, believe it or not | resided
most of my years on Oakland
: Street; now | serve the Oakland
Diocese. God certainly has an
. interesting sense of humor! |
' “lived there until four years ago,
. when | entered St. Patrick’s
.. Seminary to complete my stud-
"} | ies towards priesthood. Believe
.\ itornot, Saint Michael Parish
= % was one of the parishes that |
. | L\ visited back in December 2015
Y A AL q @ 5
2 VAN RN | during my “Come and See
... week before applying to study
'\ | as a seminarian for the Oakland

|

| first felt called to priesthood
{}’ /4 when | was seven years old.
W'/ | The vocation was inspired

L 4 largely by my paternal grand-

Wl Holy Cross Church, an elderly
| conventual Franciscan Friar.

y public schools. After graduating
A from high school in 2004, | at-
4 tended the University of Massa-
I| chusetts Dartmouth, graduating
in 2008 with a Bachelor of Arts
in history and a minor in reli-

W gious studies. From 2008 until
Wl 2012, | attended Saint John’s
LW Seminary for the Fall River Dio-
W | cese. It was at this time that |

working as the Director of Spir-
itual Formation at St. John’s.

In 2012, needing more time for
discernment, | withdrew from
seminary formation. During
those years that | was out of
formation, Father Barber contin-
ued to encourage me to ‘stay
close to the Lord.’ He regularly
encouraged me to continue to
consider the priestly vocation.

For the next few years, | worked
several secular jobs. The first
couple of years | worked at Bat-
tleship Cove, a museum com-
prising several historic naval
ships. In my time away from
priestly formation, | also worked
as the sacristan, director of faith
formation and middle school
religion teacher at Holy Name
Parish in Fall River. Eventually,
the seed of a vocation that God
had planted in my heart as a
little boy continued to ‘nag’ at
my heart. As much as | was try-
ing to ‘run from’ the vocation, |
realized that | could do so no
longer. | remember saying to
Bishop Barber that | felt God
was calling me not only to the
priesthood, but to mission and
Hispanic ministry. | have been
blessed to gain a fluency in con-
versational Spanish because of
my experiences visiting a dear
family in Southern Mexico.
Soon after telling Bishop Barber
this, he invited me to this Dio-
cese for a “come and see”
week. | had never been to Cali-
fornia until that winter of 2015.
Following my visit, | applied to
the seminary for the Diocese of
Oakland and was accepted.
From August 2016 until May of
2018 | studied at St. Patrick’s
Seminary in Menlo Park, where

| was awarded a Master of Di-
vinity degree and a Bachelor of

Edward Parish in Newark. | am
incredibly happy to have been
assigned to St. Michael Parish,
and look forward to working with
you. | am particularly excited to Y,
serve our Hispanic Community, |4
to use God's gift of affinity for h
the Spanish language and my
love of Mexican culture. | am
also eager to get to know our
adult catechumens and candi- |
dates to shepherd them as they
prepare for the sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation and First
Communion.

Sacred Theology.

From August 2018 when lwas = =
ordained a transitional deacon, " )
through my priestly ordination ~ §# = =
last May, | have served at St. & &

Please pray for me as | take up '.
my priestly ministry in a new i
parish; pray also that God con-
tinues to touch the hearts of

more men and women to con-
sider the call to priesthood and i}
consecrated life. hi )

Yours in Christ, i

Fr John
Parochial Vicar, |
St Michael Parish | L



A Message from Fr Alfonso

Dear St. Michael wonderful parish. | am
Parishioners, grateful for the opportunity
that the Lord has given me

s Bishop Barber has appoint- to serve at St Michael’s
ed me as parochial vicar of these past three years. |

Saint Edward Parish in will miss you and will con-
Newark, CA effective May tinue to keep you in my
~ 1st, 2020. So, | will be prayers. Thank you for
moving to my new assign-  Praying for me as | begin
. ment between April 28th- My ministry in a new parish. 4

~ 30th. Due to shelter in

~ place, I will not be ableto  God bless.

| ‘» )‘ have a farewell gathering,
1y ) but know that | will treasure Fr Alfonso Borgen
. my time with you all in this

\
N
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1Prayer of Farewell ( “Send Thcmk You Cards to Fr Alfonso.
A
\\ For the members of our  {iily St Edward Catholic Church, 5788 Thornton Ave
: \‘ staff who are leaving. (L
A \\\

iy

| May the Lord bless you
“|and keep you.

. ',’r;g Code of Canon Law defines the office as follows:
N “Parochlal vicars are priests who render their ser-
| vices in pastoral ministry as co-workers with the
pastor in common counsel and endeavor with him
and also under his authority” (545.1).

Ji&Y countenance upon you,

W\ and give you peace.



Livestream Mass
Drive Up Confession
Drive Up Communion

Sunday

6:45 am
Livestream Mass in English

Monday - Saturday

8:00 am
Livestream Mass in English

7:45 am - 8:45 am
Drive Up Holy Communion in the
Courtyard (see guidelines)

8:45 am - 9:30 am
Drive Up Holy Communion in the Courtyard (see guidelines)

11:00 am - 12:00 pm
Drive Up Confessions and Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament (Bilingual)

9:30 am
Livestream Mass in English

10:30 am - 11:30 am
Drive Up Holy Communion in the
Courtyard (see guidelines)

12:30 pm
Livestream Mass in Spanish

1:15 pm- 2:00 pm

Drive up Holy Communion in the Courtyard (see guidelines) 12:30 pm
Livestream Mass in Spanish
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Drive Up Confessions and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
(English)

1:30 pm - 2:30 pm
Drive Up Holy Communion in the
Courtyard (see guidelines)
5:30 pm

Livestream Mass in English 5:00 pm
Livestream Mass in English
6:15 pm - 7:00 pm

Drive Up Holy Communion in the Courtyard (see guidelines) 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Drive Up Holy Communion in the
Courtyard (see guidelines)

Pastoral emergencies:
n Facebook.com/StMichaelParishLivermore 925-521-4117

Live Chat:
StMichaelLivermore.com

° YouTube.com/StMichaelLivermore
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Opening the

We like the idea of Jesus as the Good Shepherd, but
we seldom like the idea of being sheep—people who
blindly follow anyone or anything. However, that’s not
what sheep and shepherds are like in real life. In
cultures where sheep are still herded by individuals, a
deep bond and trust exist between the shepherd and his flock. The
sheep know and trust their shepherd so intimately that all he has
to do is call them by name. And he knows each of his sheep so well
that he has given them individual names! That’s the kind of
relationship Jesus is talking about in today’s Gospel...a deep bond
of love that enables us to trust that Jesus is leading us on the path

, that leads to abundant life. He tells us it is through listening to

> him and his voice that we can truly find the green pasture and still
water that we all desire to have.

But how are we to know and hear our shepherd’s voice? The only
way we can hear him is by finding some quiet time away from all
the noise of life so that we can concentrate on prayer. This doesn’t
necessarily mean the formal reciting of words, but simply being in
the presence of the One who loves us. We need to silence ourselves
in order that we can begin to discern the small, still whisper in our
hearts. It is only when we take that time that we are able to enter
into the kind of relationship with God that gives us abundant life

here, and in the next world to come.

FIRST READING
Acts 2:14a, 36—41

REFLECTION

of Israel know for certain that God has made both Lord

and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” In that phrase
is fulfilled Jesus’s command that his gift of salvation be preached
first in Jerusalem. Peter, as his vicar on earth, now takes up that
concern and will extend it in what will be an ever-widening sphere |
of proclamation “throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of

the earth” (Acts 1:8). bq
“N

Peter announces to his audience, “Let the whole house

-

Peter’s directness seems to work: he doesn’t mince words as to the o
complicity of his audience in the Crucifixion, yet they respond

with contrition. Peter's intrepidity in announcing both the fault

and favor that Jesus’s death brings is a clear sign of God's work.
Peter had denied even an association with Jesus the night of
Jesus’s arrest and trial. Now, here’s Peter crying out, welcoming
such a connection between himself and Jesus, before the whole
assembly of Israel. Only grace could do that! The same grace that’s
at work 7n Peter seems to be at work through Peter, whose
courageous proclamation of the Gospel draws thousands of souls
into that grace.




SECOND READING

-1 Peter 2:20b—25-

REFLECTION

r I “his reading reminds us that the Resurrection

can't be a promise of life without Jesus’s passage
through death. By virtue of our Baptism,

we participate in the same dynamic spiritual process as

Jesus. We pass, by grace, through death to life. “For to

this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for

you, leaving you an example that you should follow in his

footsteps.” Peter suggests an approach to suffering which is

opposite to the first impulse in our nature.

We often want to tell ourselves that when we suffer, God
doesn’t will our pain. We want to tell ourselves, and others,
that suffering doesn’t matter so much in the long run.

God didn’t will suffering and death; sin brought that into the
world. Peter doesn't say suffering is unimportant in
comparison with the good that will come, but he says, “It was
for this you have been called.” He reminds us that Jesus didn’t
just suffer—he embraced suffering. Only love can transform
the way we look at suffering, and Jesus is Love Incamate. Jesus
teaches us to embrace what we cannot change and that
embrace transforms pain into the path to life.

GOSPEL

~John 10:1-10-

REFLECTION

r l \he way of the Lord Jesus isn't simply
a path but a way to a place: the Church.
He doesn't say, “Live anywhere you
want,” but rather, “Whoever enters through
me will be saved.” The implication is that
elsewhere one may not be saved. Sheep need
protection. Jesus invites us to see ourselves in
that role of utter dependence on him; he
invites us to enter in and be kept safe by him,
the Good Shepherd. He invites us to the
humble realization that we're like sheep who,
without him, are subject to those who would
~ “steal and slaughter and destroy.”

Those who don’t want to follow the Shepherd,
who don't like the sound of his voice when he
tells us we're like sheep, demonstrate by that
very fact that they’re not his. Only those who
recognize themselves in his description of his
sheep have really heard his voice. Those who
don't hear his voice are likely to say something
like, “I resent the implication that I'm no more
than a sheep,” or “You people are nothing but sheep.” To which we
sheep might respond, “Yes, “The sheep hear his voice as the
shepherd calls his own...by name.”
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How Will You Connect?

Z200M Google Skype Facetime

Phone

Q © 86 g &

Reflect with a
Friend

Watch the short Opening the Word
video available at FORMED.org.
Then connect with a friend to pray
together and reflect on this Sun-
day’s Mass readings.

Reflection Question #1

When we began our study today,
we talked about what our culture
thinks it means to be called a
“sheep.”

What do you think that Jesus
meant when he said he was our
shepherd?

Reflection Question #2

What does the presenter say is
essential if we are to hear God'’s
voice?

Have you ever had a time when
you sensed God’s voice— maybe
not an audible voice, but you
sensed him speaking to you in
your soul? Share a bit about that
experience with a friend.

DIGGING DEEPER
SCRIPTURAL SHEPHERDS
Many of the great figures of Scripture were shepherds,
including Abraham, Jacob, Moses, King David, and the
prophet Amos. In the New Testament, angels first announced
the birth of Jesus to shepherds in the fields. Throughout the
Scriptures, the image of a shepherd tenderly caring for his flocks is
an image of God’s care for his people.

In today’s Gospel, we hear Jesus saying, “The
shepherd calls his own sheep by name and
leads them out.” Let’s reflect for a moment on
what that means to us.

PRAYER:

Imagine you are with the disciples as Jesus begins to talk. He looks
directly at you and says, “Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate
for the sheep.” What does this mean to you? Do you see yourself
as one of Jesus'’s sheep? How is he your gate? Now hear him say to
you, “Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will come in
and go out and find pasture.” What kind of pasture does your soul
long for?

RESOLUTION:

Set aside some time this week and turn off your computer, your
cell phone, and any other electronic devices. Go into a private
place where you can meditate on what it means to have Jesus as

your shepherd.




catholicmaich’
California

ST. MICHAEL

CEMETERY & FUNERAL CENTER FD1974

Start planning today:

Funeral | Cremation | Cemetery | Family Estates

(855) 894-6540 | cfcsoakland.org

Call to inquire about available discounts.
Serving all faiths throughout the Bay Area!

cfi

Living Our Mission

CATHOLIC FUNERAL & CEMETERY SERVICES
A MINISTRY OF THE DIOCESE OF OAKLAND

CatholicMatch.com/myCA

vAmbulance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

v/Police ’\ @

v'Fire
/Friends/Family
This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

CALL NOw! 800 809 3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
MDMedAlert

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation S 1 9
NO Long Term Contracts amonth

Solutions as Low as

LAW OFFICE OF

JENNIFER THAETE
— X PC

Certified Legal Specialist in Estate Planning,
Trusts & Probate Law by The State Bar of
California Board of Legal Specialization

925.447.0134

thaetelaw.com
2600 Kitty Hawk Rd. #108 Livermore, CA 94551

Parishioner

AABCO
AUTOMOTIVE
REPAIR, INC.

Complete Auto & Truck Repair,
Foreign & Domestic, Gas & Diesel,
STAR Smog Station, Alignments, Diagnostics

"l% UFF I.AB“R (with this ad, up to $100)

1200 Portola Ave., Livermore

925-456-2226

e~ JOHN W. NOONAN ATTORNEY AT LAW

Former Alameda Co. Deputy District Attorney

CRIMINAL LAW SPECIALIST All Felony/Misdemeanor Cases
Free Consultation! 24 Hour Toll Free: (800) 743-3896
6379 Clark Ave - Ste 250 (by Court House) (925) 463-3340
“Serving the East Bay Since 1963” Habla Espatiol

THE PLATO FAMILY AT YOUR SERVICE DURING
YOUR TIME OF NEED DEBRA BAILEY-PLATO,
BROOKLYNN MARKAS LUKAS AND TYLER.

913084 St Mlchael Church (B) ‘ ww.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co Inc. 1-800-675- 5051




TRI VALLEY OPTOMETRY

Serving the Valley
for More than 60 Years

Dr. James E. Volponi
Dr. John T. Volponi
Primary Eye Care
Contact Lenses ¢ Children’s Vision
Adult & Senior Vision Care

254 S. Livermore, Livermore

447-3222

24 Hr. Emergency Service

Home ¢ Commercial

Lic #687324

2135 So. Vasco Rd., Unit F, » Livermore, CA
(925) 455-1235

* Lisa B. Malone
Income Tax Preparation
Full-Charge Bookkeeping Services
Enrolled Agent Parishioner
Tel: 925.455.0508

Livermore, CA 94551-4643

mltdmalone @gmail.com

JUDI

BROKER
ASSOCIATE

TN
Tri-Valley ——
~— Conservancy

TriVaIIeyConservancy.org“

Miriam Munzarova, AMFT, APCC
Psychotherapy
For Depression, Anxiety, PTSD, OCD,
& Relationship Problems
1062 Murrieta Blvd, Livermore, CA 94550
(925) 337-5270

“Yet | am always with you; you hold me
by my right hand.” Psalm 73:23

RODAN+FIELDS
DERMATOLOGISTS

Independent Consultant

mpinedal.myrandf.com

i=ais

+1D#8787407 =
life-changing SKIN CARE

ONE ) PARISH

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

2 Downoad on the
/ @ Aopstore

913084 St Michael Church (A)

LIVERMORE
SAW & MOWER
2345 Third St.

Cars, Trucks, A .
Running or Not... Boats, Tractors & Parishioner since 1956
Tax Deductible RV's BRE# 00860987

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE

Help Preserve Land for Future Generations

judi.irwin@gmail.com
www.judiirwin.com

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin,

Free professional ad design & my help!
email: kwiatkowskim@jspaluch.com

1.888.686.4483

11111}

Friends.
Community.

We’re all in this
together.

State Farm® has a long
tradition of being there.
That's one reason I'm
proud to support

Zulien Morales
Ins Agency Inc
Zulien Morales, Agent
Parishioner
Insurance Lic#: 0L09428
Bus: 925-574-1600
zulien@zulienmorales.com

www.jspaluch.com

Call Marcy Kwiatkowski

- Saint Michael.
Hablamos Espaiiol Here t;: help life
go right.®
& StateFarm' 925.239.1401

1081073  State Farm, Bloomington, IL

447-2055
JOHN Pipou, OWNER
Debbie
Anderson
Realtor
0 b6 b

debbieloveslivermore@yahoo.com
Above all...
Believe you can
DRE# 01416610 o

RE/MAX

| LS 22
RE/MAX ACCORD

&< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Thank Yll]é

STANLEY P. CHIN, DD

Continuing the care of Dr. Roque’s Patients

General & Cosmetic Dentistry
NEew PATIENTS WELCOME

EXAM
& X-RAY
$49

Most Insurance

Plans Accepted Thank you for advertising in

our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

2 (925) 447-4939

2815 East Avenue ¢ Suite A ¢ Livermore

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

so\at

o © gyner

We are Knights and Ministers Serving the Oakland Diocese with Solar for your home!

CALL or CLICK for no-hassle QUOTE:
Email: operations@synergy768.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours

e WEB: www.Synergy768.com

93768%}\ St. JulianaG®Homecare
Providing professional care with kindness,
understanding, and dignity.

Serving Alameda & Contra Costa Counties

925.308.9177

Services
« Light Housekeeping * Medication Reminders
* Laundry * Companion Visits

* Flexible Care Schedules
* Respite Care

* Meal Planning & Preparation
« Transportation & Errands

925.667.5885

and The Apostleship of the Sea ié\‘

of the United States of America v

Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Owned & Op

d by F & Family

since _ISBO

Tri-Valley

auto body

in Livermore Since 1980
EXPERT COLLISION SPECIALISTS

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Our Staff are knowledgeable to assist

Marcel
A Specialist in
\01

invisalign

you with insurance Collision Repair Services

OrthOdontiCS including Insurance Direct Repair Claims.
Orthodontics s EXPERT COLOR MATCHING ¢ FREE ESTIMATES
/ PAINTLESS DENT REMOVAL

Parishioner since 1974 Se Habla Espanol

Thomas J. Marcel & Associates | 925.447.7799

LIVERMORE ° TRACY * PLEASANTON q = - N
www.marcelorthodontics.com

925.443.8548

hpog [:11\%

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

www.jspaluch.com
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