CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS, GROW DISCIPLES, BRING CHRIST TO PEOPLE

FROM DEACON DAVID
NEWLY ORDAINED DEACON
Ready to Serve at St Michael Parish
Dear St. Michael Family,
Greetings and blessings to all of you. I am honored and excited to be a
newly ordained, permanent deacon for the Diocese of Oakland with my
first assignment to my home parish of St. Michael. My wife and I have
been parishioners here for about 8 blessed and fruitful years. Many of you
may know me from my service as a lector or as a Knight of Columbus. I am
looking forward to getting to know many more of you as your servant deacon.
As a deacon, by the sacrament of Holy Orders, I am marked with an imprint that configures me to Christ who made himself the servant (diakonia)
of all. Among other tasks, it is the task of deacons to assist the bishop and
priests in the celebration of the divine mysteries, above all the Eucharist, in
the distribution of Holy Communion, in assisting at and blessing marriages, in the proclamation of the Gospel and preaching, in presiding over funerals, and in dedicating themselves to the various ministries of charity.
(CCC 1570).
Because of his ordination as bishop, the bishop has the fullness of these
responsibilities. Priests and deacons are ordained into a participation in
the bishop's ministry, and all priests and all deacons have responsibilities
for all three areas of ministry. Each order exercises these ministries in distinct ways, but all of the ordained have an obligation to exercise all of
them in ways appropriate to their order. Those who are constituted in the
order of the bishop or the priest receive the mission and capacity to act in
the person of Christ the Head, whereas deacons are empowered to serve
the people of God in the ministries of the liturgy (presiding at the prayer of
the people of God in the sacraments), the word (evangelization, preaching,
and teaching) and charity (servant-leadership).
I look forward to exercising these ministries at St. Michael. I will be serving
regularly at Sunday Masses and will be working with Fr. Carl and Fr. John
to learn my roles within the Sacred Liturgy. I will be learning from our
priests and deacons how to baptize, oﬃciate at weddings, and preside at
funeral vigils and committals. As a servant-leader, there are dozens of opportunities at St. Michael to serve the needy. I will be looking to serve
where the need is great and my talents can be a benefit to those I serve.
I ask that you please be patient with me as I get familiar with this new responsibility. I also ask that you pray for me and my family that the Holy
Spirit will work through us to be the hands and feet of Christ to the St. Michael community and all those who need our help.
God bless you,
Deacon David Weiss

Donate online at
Faith Direct
bit.ly/StMOﬀering
Or text any dollar
amount to
(925) 258-2969
Or drop oﬀ at St
Michael’s in the donation box or mail
slot.

GOSPEL MEDITATION
September 13, 2020 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Peter approached Jesus and asked him, “Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often must I forgive? As many
as seven times?” Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times.” (Mt 18:21-22)
What right do we have to limit the amount and degree
of forgiveness we show to others when we are so desperately in need of it ourselves? In not wanting someone who hurt us to downplay or forget the gravity of
their wrong, we cling to anger, resentment, and wrath
as a way of maintaining control. It is a way to
acknowledge and express our deep hurt. We fail to realize that in doing so we hold ourselves hostage to these
destructive feelings and actually become mired in the
bondage of sin. All we gain is further alienation from
ourselves, others, and especially God. We are no longer
free but tethered to all of this unresolved negativity.
Don’t we really want to let it go? The fact is that we need
to.
A good self-reflective posture will quickly show us that
when the shoe is on the other foot and we are the ones
in need of forgiveness, we desire it above anything else.
This is especially true with our relationship with God. It
is hypocritical to want one thing for ourselves and
something else for another. Yet, many act in precisely
this way.
Perhaps we think that in oﬀering forgiveness, even for
the most grievous of wrongs, somehow excuses the person of their wrong and makes it almost acceptable. This
is what makes revenge, retaliation, and punishment so
attractive. We see forgiveness as being an eraser that
easily wipes away the oﬀense without consequence. Or,
we may believe that in oﬀering forgiveness I must some-

how forget the wrong and open myself as a victim of
even greater possible hurts in the future. In fact, forgiving my sister or brother of their wrongful actions or attitudes involves none of this. It does not erase anything
or position me vulnerably as a doormat to be walked
on.
Forgiveness is an act of freedom that restores honest
dialogue, shares true, and heartfelt feelings and
acknowledges the consequences of an action. It admits
that the wrong has caused a hurt that must be healed
and squarely positions responsibility on the oﬀender.
The act of forgiveness recognizes our sinfulness and
brokenness. It also admits that the most saintly among
us is capable of doing very grave and deep harm to another person. It sees that we all can be victims of our
passions and works in progress that deserve unlimited
chances to get it right. With forgiveness, I release myself
from the bonds of negativity and pursue a path of restoration, wholeness, and healing. I do not forget the
wrong nor do I dismiss it. Sometimes, we have to stay
far away from the one who hurt us. But we can still heal
internally and be free.
For the one who wants to be forgiven and the one who
needs oﬀer forgiveness, the journey can be an adventure in learning what brought us to this place and what
is needed to move forward. This is exactly how God
treats us. Why would we not want to do the same for
others?

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

Should I Stay or Should I Go?

Life is not always easy on us and it can be hard to
figure out the next step to take in our journey. We
can even become immobilized by indecisiveness
and fear about making the wrong move or choosing the incorrect path. I think of the song, Should I
Stay, or Should I Go, as a mantra for many times in
my life. Should I stay in this house, this job, or this
car? Should I go here or there? When those times
of decision surface, I usually turn to my wife, my
friends, or even my children. Talking it out can
help, and their perspectives give me more data to
consider. When I lean on others to help me make a
decision, it helps me become more confident in my
choices.

do we understand God’s calling clearly at first.
God’s calling is always more easily discerned within
a community of faithful disciples. Our stewardship
way of life can suﬀer greatly if we refuse to allow
others to assist us in the process of discernment.
What gifts or talents are needed for the task at
hand? Where do I fit best into God’s plan? Where is
God leading me? No one should have to decide the
answers to these questions alone. We need to always lean on the Body of Christ to help us see the
path that God has laid before us. Without a little
help along the journey, over time we might find
ourselves stuck in the same place where we started.

Discerning the will of God is not easy either. Rarely – Tracy Earl Welliver

GROCERIES DELIVERED TO 160 HOUSEHOLDS
IN JUST TWO HOURS!
Community Care at St Michael Free Grocery distribution on September 5 was another success. We had 81 cars in the drive through and
we delivered to 79 seniors or those who are homebound. A total of
408 household members have fresh fruit and vegetables, eggs and
meat and extras! We distributed all the food, AND we did it all under
budget!
Thanks to our donors: Open Heart Kitchen, One Nation Dream Makers, Contreras Market, Livermore Farmers Market, Fertile Groundworks, Noah’s Bagels, Panera Bread, Nob Hill, Smart & Final, Whole
Foods and the generous community members who donated apples
and oranges. Special thanks to our Livermore Knights of Columbus
who show up early and stay late! Thanks to the team of 50+ volunteers who packaged kits on Thursday and Friday, and worked the day
of the event on Saturday. Working together, we make a diﬀerence!
We do it all again on September 19. Volunteer sign up form at
StMichaelLivermore.com/Groceries

ONLINE PROGRAMS
FAITHFULLY CATHOLIC
FAITH-ENRICHING FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
Register by September 21
StMichaelLivermore.com/FaithFormation

OUTDOOR MASS

LIVESTREAM MASS

WALK IN COMMUNION

In the Courtyard
Face covering is required
Bring your own chair
Sit at least 6 feet apart

Facebook.com/
StMichaelParishLivermore and
YouTube.com/
StMichaelLivermore

In the Courtyard
Face covering is required
30-40 minutes after Mass begins

Monday to Friday
6:45 am Mass in English

Monday to Friday
8:30 am in English
5:00 pm Mass in Spanish

Monday - Friday
7:25 am, 9:10 am, 5:40 pm

Wednesday
5:00 pm Mass in Spanish
Saturday
6:45 am Mass in English
7:00 pm Vigil Mass in Spanish
Sunday
6:45 am Mass in English
9:30 am Mass in English
6:00 pm Mass in English

Saturday
8:30 am in English
5:00 pm in English
Sunday
8:00 am Traditional Latin Mass
9:30 am Mass in English
12:30 pm Mass in Spanish

SICK & HOMEBOUND

CONFESSION & ADORATION

By Appointment

In the Courtyard
Face covering is required
For adoration, bring a chair
Sit at least 6 feet apart

Sacraments of Anointing of the Sick,
Confession and Communion are
available to those who are sick, in a
care facility or homebound. Please
contact Eric Hom 925-667-4052 or
EricHom@StMichaelLivermore.com
to arrange for a priest to visit.
After hours only, please call the
Pastoral Emergency line at
925-521-4117.

Monday - Friday
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm
Saturday
9:30 am - 10:30 am

Saturday
7:25 am, 9:10 am, 5:40 pm, 7:40 pm
Sunday
7:25 am, 9:00 am, 10:15 am, 1:15
pm, 6:45 pm

NO SPANISH MASS,
CONFESSION OR
ADORATION
Monday, September 28
Tuesday, September 29
Thursday, October 1
Friday, October 2
Due to rehearsals and
sacraments of initiation

EASTER VIGIL ALL OVER AGAIN!

PRAYER FOR OUR ELECT

Sacraments of Initiation for Children, Teens and Adults
Heavenly Father,

Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion
Tuesday, September 29
4:00 pm in English
6:00 pm in Spanish
Outdoor Mass with Livestream
Rite of Confirmation with Bishop Michael Barber (without Mass)
Friday, October 2
4:00 pm, 5:30 pm, 7:00 pm
Candidates have been assigned a time to attend.
Due to limited space and social distancing requirements, only the confirmation candidate and sponsor will be in person in the assembly.
Livestreamed for the community.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA)
Preparing Adults for Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion
If you are 18 years of age or older and you are just wondering if there is
more to life..
If you were baptized Catholic, but never received First Communion or
Confirmation…
If you were baptized in another Christian denomination and are curious
about the Catholic tradition...
RCIA is a place to start the journey of a lifetime.
Contact Fr John at FrJohn@StMichaelLivermore.com

We thank you that in your great love
you have called us to know you
and to trust you. Increase this
knowledge and strengthen our faith.
Give your Holy Spirit to these who
have prepared for Baptism,
that they may be born again,
cleansed from all sin,
and inherit your eternal Kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

YOUR BABY’S
BAPTISM
We are scheduling infant baptisms
with limited number of people indoors. Parents and Godparents can
take the Baptism Preparation class
online!
Start the process to baptizing your
baby by visiting our parish website
StMichaelLivermore.com/Baptism

StMichaelLivermore.com/Retreat

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!
email: kwiatkowskim@jspaluch.com

Certified Legal Specialist in Estate Planning,
Trusts & Probate Law by The State Bar of
California Board of Legal Specialization

www.jspaluch.com

Call Marcy Kwiatkowski
925.239.1401

925.447.0134
thaetelaw.com
Parishioner

2600 Kitty Hawk Rd. #108

Livermore, CA 94551

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

Take your
FAITH
ON A
JOURNEY.

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

(CST 2117990-70)

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America

JOHN W. NOONAN ATTORNEY AT LAW
Former Alameda Co. Deputy District Attorney

Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

CRIMINAL LAW SPECIALIST All Felony/Misdemeanor Cases

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

Free Consultation!
24 Hour Toll Free: (800) 743-3896
6379 Clark Ave - Ste 250 (by Court House) (925) 463-3340
“Serving the East Bay Since 1963”
Habla Español

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

• A FULL SERVICE FUNERAL HOME
• ADVANCED FUNERAL &
CREMATION PLANNING
CALLAGHAN MORTUARY

FD416

&
LIVERMORE CREMATORY CR38

• PARISHIONER & MEMBER OF Y.L.I.

SERVING FAMILIES
SINCE 1906

3833 EAST AVENUE
LIVERMORE, CA
925.447.2942
913084 St Michael Church (B)

THE PLATO FAMILY AT YOUR SERVICE DURING
YOUR TIME OF NEED DEBRA BAILEY-PLATO,
BROOKLYNN, MARKAS, LUKAS AND TYLER.

ASK ABOUT VETERAN BURIALS
WWW.CALLAGHANMORTUARY.COM
www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

TRI VALLEY OPTOMETRY
Serving the Valley
for More than 60 Years

Dr. James E. Volponi

Lisa B. Malone

The Most Complete

Income Tax Preparation
Home • Commercial
Full-Charge Bookkeeping Services
24 Hr. Emergency Service Enrolled Agent
Parishioner
Tel: 925.455.0508
Lic #687324
2135 So. Vasco Rd., Unit F, • Livermore, CA
Livermore, CA 94551-4643

(925) 455-1235

Dr. John T. Volponi

mltdmalone@gmail.com

Online National
Directory of

Check It Out Today!

Primary Eye Care

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE

Contact Lenses • Children’s Vision

Help Preserve Land for Future Generations

Adult & Senior Vision Care

447-3222

Cars, Trucks,
Boats, Tractors &
RV’s

Running or Not...
Tax Deductible

254 S. Livermore, Livermore

TriValleyConservancy.org

Catholic Parishes

1.888.686.4483

Miriam Munzarova, AMFT, APCC

See

Psychotherapy
For Depression, Anxiety, PTSD, OCD,
& Relationship Problems
1062 Murrieta Blvd, Livermore, CA 94550

Your Ad

(925) 337-5270
“Yet I am always with you; you hold me
by my right hand.” Psalm 73:23

Zulien Morales
Ins Agency Inc

LIVERMORE
SAW & MOWER
2345 Third St.
447-2055
JOHN PIDOLI, OWNER

Zulien Morales, Agent
Parishioner
Insurance Lic#: 0L09428
Bus: 925-574-1600
zulien@zulienmorales.com
Hablamos Español

1081073

We’re all in this
together.
State Farm® has a long
tradition of being there.
That’s one reason I’m
proud to support
Saint Michael.
Here to help life
go right.®

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

in C O L O R
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.231.0805

✂ Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Free Consultation

Custom Vestments and
Other Fine Sewing
Sarah Marlett,
PARISHIONER

Phone: 512.966.9081
www.liovaly.com

Implant Dentistry
Just TWO blocks from St. Michael Church

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

925-447-4939 • eastavenuedental.com
2815 East Avenue, #A, Livermore

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit
www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.
They make your bulletin possible.
LAR!
got sun? go SO
CALL for quote:

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
✔Ambulance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Police
FREE Shipping
Solutions as Low as
✔Fire
FREE
Activation
95
✔Friends/Family
a month
NO Long Term Contracts

$19.

925.308.9177

This Button SAVES Lives!

®

Ed

As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Mike

CALL NOW!

We’re Knights and Ministers bringing SOLAR to Oakland Diocese!

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

* Featuring: Sunpower Equinox and Tesla Powerwall! *
Email: operations@synergy768.com

www.Synergy768.com

Marcel Orthodontics
Specialist in Orthodontics

Thomas J. Marcel & Associates | 925.447.7799
LIVERMORE • TRACY • PLEASANTON
www.marcelorthodontics.com
913084 St Michael Church (A)

Tracking w/Fall Detection
800.809.3352 GPS
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

www.jspaluch.com

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA
Owned & Operated by Fernando Romero & Family
in Livermore Since 1980

Parishioner Since 1974

EXPERT COLLISION SPECIALISTS
EXPERT COLOR MATCHING
FREE ESTIMATES
925.443.8548
3529 FIRST STREET, LIVERMORE
Se Habla Español
www.trivalleybodyshop.com
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

